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Kelcie Murphy and the Academy for 
the Unbreakable Arts

by Erika Lewis
Brimming with Celtic mythology, action, and danger, Erika Lewis's Kelcie Murphy and 
The Academy for the Unbreakable Arts introduces readers to a new kind of magical 
school and a warrior who must choose with which side of an epic battle her destiny will 
lie.
 
The Otherworld is at war. The Academy for the Unbreakable Arts trains warriors. And 
Kelcie Murphy—a foster child raised in the human world—is dying to attend.
 
A place at AUA means meeting Scáthach, the legendary trainer of Celtic heroes. It means 
learning to fight with a sword. It means harnessing her hidden powers and—most 
importantly—finding out who her parents are, and why they abandoned her in Boston 
Harbor eight years ago.
 
When Kelcie tests into the school, she learns that she’s a Saiga, one of the most ancient 
beings in the Otherworld. Secretive, shunned, and possessed of imposing elemental 
powers, the Saiga are also kin to the Otherworld's most infamous traitor.
 
But Kelcie is a survivor, and she’ll do whatever it takes to find her parents and her place in 
their world. Even if that means making a few enemies.

Author Biography
Erika Lewis grew up in Alexandria, Virginia, spent summers with her grandparents in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, and currently lives in Los Angeles, California. With a passion 
for storytelling set in magical places, she spends as much time as she can traveling. When 
she’s not writing, she can generally be found scribbling notes in a blank book while 
wandering through abandoned buildings, all kinds of museums, and graveyards.
 
A graduate of Vanderbilt University she earned a master’s degree from Georgia State 
University and an advanced certificate in creative writing from Stony Brook University. 
The author of Game of Shadows, The Color of Dragons, Firebrand and more, 
Kelcie Murphy and The Academy for the Unbreakable Arts is her middle grade 
debut.



Common Core
(list of standards covered in this guide)

4th Grade: ELA RL 4.1, 2, 3, 4, 6; W 4.7, 8; SL 4.1, 4
5th Grade: ELA RL 5.1, 2, 3, 4, 6 W 5.1, 7, 8; SL 5.1, 4

6th Grade: ELA RL  6.1, 2, 3, 4, 6; W 6.1, 7, 8; SL 6.1, 4, 5
7th Grade: ELA RL 7. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6; W 7.1, 7, 8; SL 7.1, 4, 5

Kelcie Murphy and the Academy for 
the Unbreakable Arts

by Erika Lewis

Kelcie Murphy has themes of perseverance and teamwork, and looks at 
what it means to develop and have compassion and camaraderie. As 
students discuss possible themes in the book, have students look for 

evidence in the story to support these themes.
Text-to-Text Connections 

Have students brainstorm other books they have read with similar 
themes. How are they similar? How are they different?

Text-to-Self Connections 
Have students think about a time in their lives when they have needed to work as 
a team. Have students think about a time when they wanted to give up, but didn't.

Background Information
The Glossary at the back of the book will help you understand some of the 

words you will encounter in the book related to Irish mythology, the Otherworld,
 Fomorian, and more.

 
You can also research the Isle of Skye in Scotland, where the legendary warrior 
teacher named Scáthach's school called The Fortress of Shadows was located. 

According to Irish mythology, she taught all of Ireland's hero's to fight.



Kelcie Murphy and the Academy for 
Unbreakable Arts

Reading Response Questions
 

A few ideas for incorporating these questions into your reading of Kelcie Murphy...
•Have students keep a journal while they read the book and answer the questions below as they read.

•Utilize Think-Pair-Share and discuss these questions throughout the reading.
•Select a couple of questions for students to write a longer written response. This is an opportunity to cite 

evidence in their writing to support their answers.
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Why do you think Kelcie isn’t able to use her powers with water? (Ch 19)
 
Why do you think Brona isn’t getting along with Willow and Marta Louisa? (Ch 20)
 
MAKE A PREDICTION: Do you think Kelcie will say yes to Brona’s offer to train? Do you think 
she should say yes? (Ch 20)
 
What’s Brona’s plan for training Kelcie? (Ch 23)
 
How do you think Kelcie felt when Brona told her, “You’re trying so hard to please everyone 
else that you’ve forgotten to be true to who you really are.” Why do you think she felt that way? 
(Ch 23)
 
Why does Brona think Kelcie is a hero? (Ch 23)
 
What happened during trial number four? (Ch 25)
 
What must fianna three do to be successful on their overnight trip? (Ch 27)
 
How do they get permission to cross the bridge the selkies are guarding? (Ch 28)
 
Did Kelcie have a dream or was that real life? (Ch 28)
 
What does fianna three find when they return to the Academy after their overnight trip? (Ch 29)
 
Who came out of Scáthach’s office? (Ch 29)
 
MAKE A PREDICTION: Will Kelcie be able to destroy the eye? If so, how? If not, why not? (Ch 30)
 
What memories came back to Kelcie when she touched the sword? (Ch 31)
 
Why did the memories come back? (Ch 31)
 
What did Kelcie discover when she got back to Scáthach’s office? (Ch 33)
 
What secret has Niall been keeping all year long? (Ch 34)
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Picture Books
 

Write and illustrate a 
picture book that 

makes the same point 
as fianna three learns 

during their time 
togther. Get creative 

about when and where 
you set  the story.

Kelcie Murphy
by Erika Lewis

Cartographer
 

The Academy for the 
Unbreakable Arts is an 
extensive campus and 

first year students 
sometimes get lost. 

Using what you read in 
the book, create a map of 

the school.

Recruitment 
Officer

 
If Scáthach had to recruit 
students to The Academy 
for the Unbreakable Arts 
how would she do it? Get 
creative as you design a 
marketing piece for the 

school! A video, a brochure...

Go Live!
 

Create a vlog series as 
if you were a member 
of fianna three. Get 

creative with creating 
video diary entries of 
their experiences and 

adventures.
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When the tree opened in Boston and she entered, "Kelcie had only a split second to 
reach the conclusion that she was traveling through veins of the world’s biggest tree." 
Imagine you are Kelcie. Write a creative story about your journey through the veins of 
the world's biggest tree.
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NAME:



A simile compares two things using "like" or "as". See how many similes you can 
find as you read Kelcie Murphy. One simile is provided to get you started!

Kelcie Murphy and the Academy for 
Unbreakable Arts

NAME:

The sylph roared like a freight train.
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Debate #1
 

Kelcie's mother chose to 
drop her off in Boston 
when she was a young 
child. Do you agree or 

disagree with this choice?
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Debate #2
 

Niall kept the identities 
of his parents hidden.

 Do you agree or disagree 
with this choice?

Debate It
 

Below are four things that happened in the book. Divide students up 
and have them prepare an argument for their position on the topic.
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Debate #3
 

Brona decides to train 
Kelcie in secret to 

prepare for the melee. 
Do you agree or disagree 

with this choice?
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Debate #4
 

Kelcie didn't tell Niall that 
the Queen had told her 
dad to get Balor's eye. 

Do you agree or disagree 
with this choice?




