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Introduction 
In 1916, just four years after getting the right to vote in state and local elections, the women of 
Umatilla, Oregon, band together to throw the mayor and other city officials out of office, 
replacing them with women. Add to that the prospect of capturing a notorious pickpocket, his 
mother’s secret political plans, and his father’s reelection campaign, and twelve-year-old 
Cornelius’s week takes on major complications. 
 
For any child trapped between two parents, the question of whom to understand and the worry 
about them both shines clear in this fast-paced read. When Cornelius accidentally discovers 
what his mother and her friends are about to do, it places him in a position no child wants to be 
in. Beard has captured the time period in both attitude and flavor. This story would make a good 
classroom read-aloud. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Discussion 
 

1. Why are the women so secretive about their plans to run for public office?  
 
2. Who do you think would make the better mayor, Cornelius’s mother or father? Why? 

What would the differences be?  
 

3. Did you think that the part of the story about Sticky Fingers Fred was important to the 
book? Why or why not?  

 
4. Should Cornelius have told his father what his mother was planning to do?  

 
5. In today’s world, why do you think there are so few women in public office?  

 
 
Activity Suggestions 
 

1. Find out when women began voting in Kansas and who the first woman mayor was of 
what Kansas town.  

 
2. Look up which states currently have women governors, United States senators, and 

congresswomen.  
 

3. Working in groups, plan a political campaign for mayor of your town. Outline what you 
think should be done to help your community. Write a campaign speech and make 
posters.  
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4. Invite an elected official to your school. Give him or her a tour, showing what makes your 

school excellent and what may need to be improved, and eat lunch in the cafeteria.  
 

5. Research how many eligible voters voted in the 2004 presidential election. Find out how 
many voted in these categories: women, men, and the age groups, for the U.S. and 
Kansas. Why do you think not everyone who can vote does vote? Would you vote? 
Have you ever been to a voting site?  

 
 
About the Author 
Darleen Bailey Beard grew up in the 1960s in Levittown, Pennsylvania. She was a foot taller 
than all her friends, and her nickname was “Chicken Legs.” She was terribly shy, and more than 
anything, she wanted to be good at something, but she had no idea what her "something" would 
be. Now she enjoys watching her manuscripts grow and develop into something more than she 
originally created, which is rewarding, fun, and sometimes surprising.  
 
Darleen Bailey Beard is the author of Twister, The Flimflam Man, and The Babbs Switch Story, 
winner of the Oklahoma Book Award. She lives in Norman, Oklahoma. 
 
For more information on Darleen Bailey Beard: 
Web sites: 
 
www.fsgkidsbooks.com 
Includes a biography of the author and additional information about her novels. 
 
www.darleenbaileybeard.com 
Contains more information about the author and her books. 
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