TEACHER’S
GUIDE

GRADES 6-8

Using Dawn and Dusk in Social Studies

Dawn and Dusk introduces readers to Iran, a complex country that figures prominently in the daily news. This book
provides children with a window into a region beset by conflicts begun years ago and serves as an excellent jumping-off
point for learning more about the Middle East, a region that plays an important role in US politics. Dawn and Dusk:

. tells the individual story of one Iranian child and his family;

provides cultural information on the Kurdish minority living in Iran;

relates the bombing of Sardasht, an incident made possible through international arms sales;
portrays the Iran-Iraq war, a conflict with global implications;

shows the tragic human cost of war;

relates a family’s flight toward freedom and eventual immigration to the U.S.;

portrays different cultures, political perspectives, and world views; and

tells how one boy must choose between divorced parents and their conflicting political ideals.

Dawn and Dusk The following pages provide teachers with several suggestions as to how they
by Alice Mead : might incorporate Dawn and Dusk into the social studies curriculum. You will
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Ages 10-14. $16.00. build skills in characterization, theme, setting, ethical choices, research, and

cultural awareness.
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Activities

Setting the Scene: A Historical Perspective

Azad, a 13-year-old Kurdish boy lives in Sardasht, Iran located along the mountainous border with Iraq. In the 1980s
when the story takes place, Iran and Iraq have been at war for years.

During the war, Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein was a U.S. ally in the

region, and we supplied his forces with

weapons.

Despite living in a country ravaged by war, Azad leads a pretty nor-
mal life, going to school, playing with friends, and visiting his mother
and favorite uncle, who live in a nearby mountain village. Everything
changes the day Saddam Hussein gasses Sardasht [with chemical
weapons provided by the West], an event that forces Azad to more
closely examine his allegiances. Divided by conflicting loyalties be-
tween his country Iran and his Kurdish heritage, as well as between
his divorced parents, Azad is forced to take sides.

Dawn and Dusk provides valuable insight into the lives of children in
Iran, a country we know little about, and the life of its large Kurdish
minority. Today, the US is caught up in a complex, dangerous
involvement in the region. Without the back-story, the brief news-
bites we see on the nightly news make little sense.
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Minority Cultures | Human Rights Global Ties
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Dawn and Dusk Writing Language
Across Disciplines

Characterization Foreign Language

Arabian Tale Reading

Unity & Diversity Kurdish Culture Day

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY, FINDING UNITY

Ask students to explore the different cultures and ethnicities in their own
community. Students can prepare a questionnaire asking about family
heritage, ethnic background, how they arrived in Maine, and cultural
traditions. They can interview grandparents, shop owners, church
members, and other adults in their community. The class can compile all
the students information and design a display charting all the different
kinds of people who live in their community. Ask them to explore how
all these distinct individuals come together to create a community.
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