
Mentor Text Lesson Plan for Escargot by Dashka Slater 
illustrated by Sydney Hanson
Writing Skills Focus: Persuasive essay elements.

Target Audience: 3rd, 4th, 5th Grade 

Objectives: Utilize a picture book as a mentor text for establishing elements of  
an effective persuasive essay: establishing the intended audience, establishing  
fact-based arguments, and anticipating and addressing counterarguments. 

1.  The purpose of this lesson is to use Escargot as 
a mentor text for writing persuasive essays. In 
the story, the character of Escargot tries to make 
the case that he should be the reader’s favorite 
animal. Before reading the story, encourage 
your students to listen for (1) the arguments 
that Escargot makes to prove his case that he 
should be the reader’s favorite animal, and (2) 
the way Escargot deals with counterarguments 
that might be made against him. Finally, ask 
students to be ready to decide if Escargot made 
his case or not – that is, was he convincing? 

2.  Read the text Escargot. Encourage the students to play close attention to the 
arguments that the character of Escargot makes and how he speaks to the reader 
(the intended audience). 

3.  After reading, use a whiteboard or pad to record student responses. Before you 
begin to write down responses, brainstorm with students what Escargot’s “thesis” 
is–that is, of what is Escargot trying to persuade the reader? The answer, of 
course, is that “Escargot Should be Your Favorite Animal,” which should then be 
written down at the top of the board. Then, have student volunteers provide 
the arguments that Escargot makes to support his thesis, writing them on the 
board or pad underneath the thesis and labeling them with numbers to show 
that they are separate points. There are several obvious answers, such 
as: (1) he is beautiful, (2) he makes shimmery trails, (3) he is fierce, 
(4) he likes to kiss, and (5) he is fast.
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4.  One clever way that Escargot makes his case, of course, is that he anticipates and 
addresses counterarguments to his thesis. On a separate part of the whiteboard or 
pad, brainstorm with students the counterarguments that Escargot acknowledges 
and how he addresses them. There are several obvious answers, such as: (1) he 
is slimy (he says his trails are shimmery), (2) he is shy (he says he is fierce, and 
proves it with fierce face), (3) he is slow (he says he is faster than a cheetah, 
claiming that the race to the salad ends in a tie).

5.  Finally, discuss with students how Escargot addressed his audience – the reader. 
Was he polite? Encouraging? Inclusive? Did he draw the reader in? Did he use 
emotion to get the reader on his side? Ask for specific examples from the text to 
back up these points.

6.  Distribute the graphic organizers to students. Explain to students that they will 
use this organizer to outline their own persuasive essay/opinion letter in the same 
way that the whole class just outlined Escargot. Using the information already up 
on the board or pad, model how the organizer is used: the thesis goes at the top, 
and the supporting arguments and facts go in their own separate sections below. 
Encourage them to think about counterarguments to their own theses and how 
they would address them in their own writing.

7.  Help students brainstorm to come up with their own individual persuasive essay/
opinion letter theses. To get the ball rolling, it might be helpful to model some 
suggested theses, such as: cats are better than dogs (or vice-versa), Superman 
is the best super-hero, pizza is the best food, baseball is the best sport, summer 
vacation should be four months long, there should be no time limits on how 
long they should be able to play video games – you get the idea. Then work with 
students to come up with three separate arguments with supporting details for 
their own essays/letters, which they will put into their graphic organizers. For 
students who are struggling to come up with a thesis, you could give them the 
option of arguing that Escargot should not be their favorite animal (explaining, 
of course, that this will surely make him cry).

8.  Students will then use these organizers as the basis of a persuasive essay or opinion 
letter writing project.
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Argument #1

Supporting facts

Argument #2

Supporting facts

Argument #3

Supporting facts

o p i N i o N  o r  p e r S u a S i v e  
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Thesis
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