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Welcome to the Reading Group Guide for Dear Child. Please note: In order to provide reading 
groups with the most informed and thought-provoking questions possible, it is necessary to reveal 
important aspects of the plot of this novel—as well as the ending. If you have not finished reading 
Dear Child, we respectfully suggest that you may want to wait before reviewing this guide. 

 
1. Dear Child has been compared to a mix between Gone Girl and Room. Do you think the 

comparisons work and, if so, why? 
 

2. “The thriller that starts where others end”—Romy Hausmann deliberately chose a slightly 
different structure for her thriller. Were you intrigued by this device and how does it 
compare to a more traditional thriller story arc? 

 
3. Romy was born in East Germany, the former GDR—a world that was dominated by 

boundaries and a lack of freedom. Dear Child clearly also deals with similar issues, even 
though in a very different way, of course. How do you think both worlds compare? How are 
the notions of imprisonment and freedom explored in the novel and do you think they are 
tied to physical spaces? 

 
4. Dear Child is written from three different perspectives—the voices of Hannah, Matthias, and 

Lena/Jasmin. Which of the voices works most effectively for you and which is your favorite? 
Do you think the author had a favorite character when writing the book and, if so, why? 

 
5. “Most of all I wanted to create authentic characters that could really exist in reality” —

discuss. 
 

6. Romy said in an interview once that there are a lot of readers who seem to hate Matthias 
because he is so angry and almost blinded by his rage. Can you sympathize with the way he 
acts in the story? 

 
7. Lars Rogner claims that he and Matthias Beck are not that dissimilar. Do you agree? 

 
8. Do you think Hannah’s character changes over time? 

 
9. Romy Hausmann feels that people are mainly driven by two things in life: love and fear. 

Who do you think this reflects in the plot of her thriller? 
 

10. What do you think will happen to Jasmin, Hannah, and Matthias after Dear Child ends? Do 
you think the story gives any clues about their future? 


