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1.	 How familiar were you with Oscar Wilde’s life story before starting to read this novel?

2.	 In The Weight of Angels, Oscar makes the decision not to sue the Marquess of 

Queensberry, thus changing his life’s trajectory. Do you think an entire life can turn on a 

single moment?

3.	 Oscar loves his wife, Constance, but he’s not in love with her. Do you think he treated her 

unfairly or were they both victims of the times?

4.	 Lord Alfred Douglas—Bosie—has often been presented in a negative light in films and 

books. Did you feel any sympathy with his depiction here?

5.	 Various writers appear in the novel, including Bram Stoker, TS Eliot, EM Forster and 

Virginia Woolf. Does the author do a good job of imagining their voices?

6.	 Oscar Wilde was known for his witty epitaphs. Do the epitaphs that John Boyne has 

created feel like lines he might have said?

7.	 Was there an inevitability that, despite having found love and security with Gus, Oscar 

would behave in such a self-destructive fashion?

Please Note: In order to provide book clubs with the most informed and thought-provoking 

questions possible, it is necessary to reveal aspects of the book. If you have not finished 

reading The Weight of Angels, you may want to wait before reviewing this guide. 
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8.	 The novel returns several times to Westminster Abbey and the crowning of a new monarch. 

Was this a good way of marking the passing of time into new eras?

9.	 Several of the characters are forced to hide their homosexuality for fear of societal 

disapproval or even imprisonment. Is there a challenge to the reader to recognise the 

bigotry that remains in the world?

10.	Oscar spends most of the Second World War living and working in Hollywood. How do 

you think he might have fared there?

11.	 By the end of the novel, Oscar has reached a place where he is content with his artistic 

contributions to the world. Did you feel he longed for ten more years or was he happy for 

his life to come to an end?

12.	Are there any moral obligations on an author who reimagines the life of a real-life person?


