
The Girl Who Reads  
on the Métro 

Reading Group Guide 
 
 
Welcome to the Reading Group Guide for The Girl Who Reads on the Métro. Please note: In 
order to provide reading groups with the most informed and thought-provoking questions 
possible, it is necessary to reveal important aspects of the plot of this novel—as well as the 
ending. If you have not finished reading The Girl Who Reads on the Métro, we respectfully 
suggest that you may want to wait before reviewing this guide. 
 

1. Discuss Soliman’s claim that “each book is a portrait and it has at least two 
faces…The face of the person who gives it, and the face of the person who receives 
it.” What can books reveal about us, either as giver or receiver? Discuss an example 
from your own life.  

 
2. Soliman’s word for his employees is “passeurs,” which for Juliette connotes World 

War II: “hazy shapes bent double running through tunnels or crawling under barbed 
wire as the passeurs smuggled Jews out of the German-occupied zone to safety, young 
women on bicycles carrying Resistance pamphlets in their saddlebags.” Why do you 
think he chose that word? What might Soliman and his employees have in common 
with wartime passeurs?  

 
3. Soliman’s bookstore is inspired by BookCrossing, a program developed in 2001 by 

Ron Hornbaker to “turn the world into a library”: “You leave a book in a public 
place—a station, park bench, cinema—someone picks it up, reads it, then releases it 
elsewhere a few days or weeks later.” Had you heard of BookCrossing before reading 
this novel? What do you think of the idea? 

 
4. Juliette tells Chloe she is selling her real estate clients “an illusion.” Chloe replies: 

“No, a dream. And I help them imagine themselves in better future.” What is the 
difference between an illusion and a dream? Is there truth in both of their 
statements? 

 
5. Leonidas says that reading about a character in the book is “perhaps the best” way of 

getting to know someone. Do you agree? What does a book offer that real life can’t, 
and vice versa?  

 
6. Juliette loves that second-hand books have a story of their own, “separate from the 

one they told—a parallel story, hazy, secret.” What does she mean? How does that 
other story manifest itself? What can you learn about past readers in the pages of a 
used book? 

 



7. Juliette notices that the woman reading love stories on the Métro always cries on 
page 247. She asks Soliman why, and he explains, “On page 247, all seems lost. It’s 
the best moment, you know.” What does he mean? 

 
8. Juliette ponders: “Should you…travel to the countries you’d loved in books? Did those 

countries exist in reality?” What do you think? What might be lost or gained on such 
a trip? 

 
9. Firouzeh tells Soliman, “life isn’t an almond, you won’t find the best of it by 

removing the shell and then the skin. But he persisted. That’s how he was. He went 
out less and less; he stayed shut up in one room all day long.” In turning away from 
the world and toward books, what does he miss out on? Conversely, how might his 
life be enriched?   

 
10. Discuss Firouzeh’s description of exile: “I was no longer complete, and I didn’t want 

to inflict that on Zaide. This emptiness, this anxiety, this ‘nothingness’ that I couldn’t 
shake off.” Do you sympathize with her decision to separate herself from her 
daughter? What does this novel have to say about immigration and belonging?  

 
11. Firouzeh tells Juliette: “Normal. I’ve never understood the meaning of the word.” 

What does she mean? Do you agree? 
 

12. Juliette asks Leonidas, “Isn’t it better to give away a book one loves?” What do you 
think? Do you tend to hold on to your favorite books or give them away? Why? 

 
13. During her time as a passeur, Juliette becomes convinced “that all the world’s 

diseases—and all the remedies—were concealed between the covers of books… In 
books you found betrayal, solitude, murder, madness, rage—everything that could 
grab you by the throat and ruin your life, not to mention others’ lives, and that 
sometimes crying over printed pages could save a person’s life.” How is Juliette 
herself changed by books? What do you think the future holds for her? Discuss a 
book that changed you in a fundamental way.  
 

14. Which three books would you be sure to take in your own “Yellow Submarine”? 
 

 


