Anna K: A Love Story

Reading Group Guide
Welcome to the Reading Group Guide for Anna K: A Love Story. Please note: In order to provide
reading groups with the most informed and thought-provoking questions possible, it is necessary to
reveal important aspects of the plot of this novel—as well as the ending. If you have not finished
reading Anna K, we respectfully suggest that you may want to wait before reviewing this guide.
1. Discuss the novel’s first line: “Every happy teenage girl is the same, while every unhappy
teenage girl is miserable in her own special way.” What do you think the author means? Do
you agree?
2. Although the novel is called Anna K and she is arguably the main character, each chapter
alternates between the perspectives of six different characters and features an even larger
cast of friends and family. Did you have a favorite character in the novel? If so, why were
you particularly drawn to her or him?
3. Anna K is a modern reimagining of a nineteenth-century Russian novel: Leo Tolstoy’s Anna
Karenina. If you were already familiar with Anna Karenina, did Anna K make you think about it
in a different way? Why do you think there are so many adaptations of classics, from
Shakespeare’s plays to Jane Austen’s novels? Do you think it’s ever possible to write a truly
new and original story, or is every story a kind of retelling?
4. There are three main teen love stories in these pages: Anna and Vronsky, Lolly and Steven,
and Kimmie and Dustin. How are each of these relationships similar and different? What
obstacles do each couple have to overcome?
5. In addition to romantic relationships, there are sibling relationships and platonic friendships
at the heart of Anna K. Compare and contrast these different kinds of bonds, using examples
from the novel. In your experience, can the relationships between siblings and friends be just
as powerful and important as romantic relationships?
6. The novel begins with Lolly finding out that Steven cheated on her, and Anna coming in to
do damage control. Later, Anna cheats on Alexander with Vronsky. How is Anna’s cheating
different from and similar to Steven’s? Did you feel sorry for Alexander? Can cheating ever
be justified?
7. When she and Kimmie are discussing Steven’s cheating, Anna says, “I know it sounds like
I’m making excuses for their thoughtless stupidity, but I’m not. I’m just saying boys and girls
couldn’t be more different in their wants and behaviors. And when you throw in raging
hormones and mix it up with emotions, it’s a wonder we don’t all go mad.” Do you agree? Is

there something inherently different in the way that teenage boys and girls think about
relationships? How does the novel confirm or undermine that generalization?
8. Wealth and status play a major role in the characters’ lives. How are their identities shaped
by their parents’ money and the expectations that come along with it? How do you think
their privilege influences the choices they make?
9. Discuss the role race plays in the novel. Although most of their friends are white, Anna and
Steven are Korean American, and Dustin and Murph are black. Are the characters of color
shaped by her or his racial identity? If so, how? Do they face any particular challenges, in
terms of societal and familial expectations?
10. When Anna learns about the way Vronsky treated Kimmie, she is angry and devastated, but
she ultimately forgives him. Did you forgive him? Did you believe it was possible for him to
truly mend his ways and treat Anna better than all the other girls he had been with?
11. Were you surprised to learn that it was Eleanor who released the sex tape? Did you have a
different theory of who did it?
12. When Anna overhears two girls disparaging her in the Lincoln Center bathroom, she is
devastated: “They call me a whore. They think I deserve everything I get. They hate me. I’ve
disgraced my family. I’ve disgraced myself. No one will ever love me again. I’m damaged
goods, the inherent vice of high society.” Why do you think she feels that way? Discuss the
double standard for girls and boys, as reflected by the fallout of the sex tape for Vronsky and
Anna. Do you think that double standard is prevalent across our society?
13. After the scandal, Anna’s father tells her he is taking her to South Korea, so she can finish
high school at a famous girls’ school in Seoul. Do you think a change of scenery is a good
idea for Anna? Will it give her a chance to start over, or does it feel like she is running away?
14. In the epilogue, at Track 27, Natalia tells Anna: “She now gets to live her whole life knowing
some boy loved her so much that he died for her! I mean, if that’s not power, then I don’t
know what is. She can be like a superhero with magical love powers or something, you
know?” Do you think she is right? How are love and loss entwined in this novel?
15. How do the six main characters change over the course of the novel, and what triggers their
most significant changes? How much do you think you changed during high school?
16. Anna K will have a sequel, set over the following summer. What do you think the future
holds for each of the characters?

