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1. “The Lambs” is a phrase capitalized throughout the 
memoir when Carole references her flock of thirteen. 
Why do you think the author made this stylistic choice?

2. On page 15, the narrator makes the mistake of telling 
the breeder she wants to buy lambs as “pets.” By the 
end of the book, do you think Carole still thinks of The 
Lambs as her pets?

3. The Lambs, as described by Carole, each have strong 
and distinctive personalities. Did their descriptions 
change the way you view sheep? What about farm 
animals in general?

4. In the photo caption on page 255, Dr. Comyn admits 
that Bach was “my favorite.” Did you have a favorite 
lamb? Do you think Carole does?

5. The relationship between Satie and the narrator’s 
father is particularly touching. Have you experienced 
an extremely close relationship with an animal in your 
own life? How has that relationship influenced you?

6. When a guest asks if Carole is planning to “bring in 
some new lambs” on page 183, she replies that “This 
experience is perfect as it is. I wouldn’t want to try 
to extend it.” In her place, would you have made the 
same decision?

7. Music clearly has a large influence on this memoir 
(The Lambs’ names, piano recitals in the barn, etc.), 
but poetry’s influence is just as strong (“This is ‘poetry 
country.’ This ground calls for sheep.”). Does one art 
form shape the story more strongly than the other? 
Do you think Carole and her father would answer that 
question differently?

8. Photos play an important role in this book. Are there 
any that were particularly striking to you? 



9. How did the history of The Lambs’ breed, Karakul, 
contribute to your understanding of The Lambs 
and of the story?

10. The subtitle is “My Father, a Farm, and the Gift 
of a Flock of Sheep.” How is Carole’s relationship 
with The Lambs linked to her relationship with her 
father? In what way are The Lambs “a gift,” and to 
whom was the gift given?


