
Discussion 
Questions

1. This is a book written entirely in lists. Can 
you imagine it having been written in a more 
traditional format? If so, how might it be 
different? Do you think you would’ve liked it 
more or less?

2. If you could write three lists about your life, 
what would they be about? 

3. What were some of your favorite lists? What 
about them did you like?

4. Which character did you most relate to? Why?

5. Dates and times are indicated for every list. Did 
the day or time that a list was written play any 
role in how you interpreted the list or the story? 
How? 

6. Do you think Dan should tell Jill about the 
robbery and all that came before and after, or 
should he keep this secret to himself until his 
dying day?

7. What were you feeling and thinking while Dan 
was pulling off the robbery? Were you rooting 
for him? 

8. When did you figure out that Dan was planning 
a robbery? When did you figure out what Dan 
planned to use instead of a gun?  
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9. Part of Dan’s desperation was financial, 
and part of it was fear of losing his wife, 
and part of it was worry that he would 
never measure up to Peter, but part of it 
was his fear of never doing anything great. 
Never acting bravely. Never leading an 
extraordinary life. What would you have 
done, in Dan’s shoes?

10. What kind of father do you think Dan  
will be?

11. Dan finds a solution to his financial 
problems in a new business partner. What 
do you think is next for Dan and his store?

12. Steve decided to invest in Dan’s two 
business ideas as well as the bookstore.  
Do you think these business ideas have any 
merit? Are there any zany business ideas 
you’ve had?


