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The Complete Patrick Melrose Novels: 
Never Mind, Bad News, Some Hope, Mother’s Milk, At Last 
By Edward St. Aubyn 
 
NOW COLLECTED INTO ONE VOLUME FOR THE FIRST TIME, ALL 

FIVE INSTALLMENTS OF EDWARD ST. AUBYN'S CELEBRATED 
PATRICK MELROSE NOVELS 

 
Edward St. Aubyn has penned one of the most acclaimed series 
of the decade with the Patrick Melrose Novels. Now you can read 
all five novels in one volume: Never Mind, Bad News, Mother's 
Milk, Some Hope, and At Last. 
      By turns harrowing and hilarious, this ambitious novel cycle 
dissects the English upper class. Edward St. Aubyn offers his 
reader the often darkly funny and self-loathing world of privilege 
as we follow Patrick Melrose's story of abuse, addiction, and 
recovery from the age of five into early middle age. 
      The Patrick Melrose Novels are "a memorable tour de force" 
(The New York Times Book Review) by one of "the most brilliant 
English novelists of his generation" (Alan Hollinghurst). 
 

 

QUESTIONS AND TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION  

1. Why does Eleanor submit to David in Never Mind? Does he submit to anything (other than the 
memory of his father)? 
 

2. As five-year-old Patrick is being brutalized by his father in chapter seven, how does his imagination 
rescue him? What effect does this have on his perception of reality in the subsequent books? 
 

3. In the closing passages of Never Mind, Eleanor watches Bridget clumsily try to escape for a tryst with 
Barry, “just going down the drive as if she were free” (page 129). If it weren’t for the lure of money 
and status, would all the primary characters be free? 
 

4. What makes Edward St. Aubyn’s depiction of addiction in Bad News unique? How did you react as 
you watched Patrick juggle Quaaludes, speed, and heroin, culminating in the other world of the Key 
Club? 
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5. What various comforts do Anne, George, and Pierre offer Patrick after he comes face-to-face with his 
father’s “misplaced” corpse? 
 

6.  In Some Hope, Princess Margaret natters on about child abuse, atheism, the failure of socialism, the 
charms of Noël Coward, and the ways in which the ambassador’s sauce splatter is a sign of egregious 
disrespect for the crown. In this infamous party scene, is she the only one being spoofed? 
 

7. Patrick tells Anne that his grandmother’s Great War diary (page 429) led him to believe that his father 
was sexually abused as a child. Did you agree with Patrick or with Anne as they debated the role of 
forgiveness? 
 

8. What was it like to experience birth from wise Robert’s point of view in Mother’s Milk? How do 
Robert and Thomas complete St. Aubyn’s meditation on sons and mothers? 
 

9. The quartet ends with Patrick in the role of parent as his mother confronts euthanasia (after signing 
over Saint-Nazaire to the Foundation). What did Eleanor teach him about women? How do these 
lessons play out with Julia and Mary? 
 

10. St. Aubyn gives us recurring images of an Alsatian dog chasing Patrick (page 132 and 511) and 
describes David as “no more endearing than a chained Alsatian” (page 156). Who and what continue 
to hound Patrick long after his father’s death? 
 

11. Edward St. Aubyn describes Patrick as being torn between the lure of consolation and the lure of 
disappointment. Why does he find those options alluring? What aspects of a powerful, albeit 
masochistic, bond are captured in the fact that he mourns not the loss of his mother but the loss of 
longing for closeness to her? 
 

12. Why does Nicholas derive pleasure from being snarky? In At Last’s opening scenes, was it fun or 
annoying to see him creating tension on what should have been a somber occasion? At the end of the 
novel, do people react to his closing chapter with phoniness or candor? 
 

13.  Discuss Eleanor’s marriage to David and what we learn about it in this novel. Why was she unable 
to choose between being his collaborator and his antagonist when it came to raising Patrick? 

 
14. Patrick contemplates Eleanor’s emotional legacy throughout her funeral. What legacies will he leave 

for Robert and Thomas? How is he able to break the cycle of his family’s cruelty? 
 

15. Discuss Annette’s observations about Eleanor’s spiritual side, delivered in a fairly lengthy eulogy. How 
does Annette’s depiction compare to other impressions of Eleanor? What would Eleanor have 
thought of these spiritual philosophies, and those that Erasmus continues to ponder throughout the 
service? 
 

16. What does Nancy’s spending say about her memories of Jean, her stepfather? Why can’t Nancy 
simply accept the reality of her situation? Why is the myth of endless wealth important for her to 
uphold? 
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17. St. Aubyn has spoken candidly with interviewers about the horrific incidents from his own life that 
inspired aspects of Patrick’s story, including being brutalized by his father and recovering from drug 
addiction. How does it affect your reading to know that the plot is partially autobiographical? 
 

18. What makes St. Aubyn a master of the art of gallows humor? Why are morbid subjects and despicable 
people often the best material for comedy? 
 

19. On page 262, the author describes Patrick as getting comfortable with Keatsian mysteries, finally 
open to questions that can’t necessarily be answered. What questions in your life and legacy can’t 
really be answered? How could you make peace with this uncertainty? 
 

20. Discuss the author’s notion that those who appear to deserve the most blame actually deserve the most 
help. When is this true in the novel, and in your own life? 
 

21. Why was it easy for Eleanor to give charitably to strangers but not to her own family and staff? What 
does her generosity say about her personality? What were some of the most striking differences 
between her public and private personae? 

 
 
About the Author 
EDWARD ST. AUBYN lives in London with his two children. He is the author of The Patrick Melrose Novels: 
Never Mind, Bad News, Some Hope, Mothers Milk, and At Last. Mother's Milk was shortlisted for the Man 
Booker Prize in 2006. His latest novel is Lost for Words. 
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