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Fin & Lady 
by Cathleen Schine 

 
1. Fin & Lady begins in 1964. The civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and 

the antiwar movement are undercurrents in the novel, as is the development of 

the Village folk scene. Why? 

 

2. Do you think Lady was happy in New York? 

 

3. What about Fin? He lost both his parents and his guardian is so unpredictable. 

Do you think he finds happiness in his new life in New York with Lady? 

 

4. Why does Lady hate her father so much? Why doesn’t Fin? 

 

5. Does Lady help Fin grow up, or does he grow up in spite of her? Why do you 

think he feels so responsible for her? 

 

6. What do you think of Fin’s reading list? Do the choices tie in to the narrative, or are they primarily the product of 

Lady’s eclectic taste? 

 

7. Minor characters, like Phoebe, Mabel, and Mrs. Deutsch, play a comic role in the novel. Is that all they do? 

 

8. Of the three suitors, do you think any of them would have been a good match for Lady? What about Michelangelo? 

What is it she finds in him that the others were lacking? 

 

9. Lady could have run away to any place in the world. Why does she end up in Capri? 

 

10. Why do you think the author chose to use a narrator, and why reveal the narrator’s identity so late in the book? 

 

11. Do you think Fin & Lady has a happy ending? 
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Reading group guide written by Cathleen Schine 

 
Contact us at readinggroup@macmillanusa.com | Don’t forget to check out our monthly newsletter! 
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