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READING GROUP GUIDE 
 

About the book: 
 
New York Times bestselling espionage master Olen Steinhauer delivers an intimate, taut 
thriller about two ex-coworkers—ex-spies and ex-lovers—reuniting one last time. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. What did you think about the title, All the Old Knives, inspired by this famous Phaedrus 
quote: “All the old knives that have rusted in my back, I drive into yours”? 
 

2. Famous novels such as Catcher in the Rye and Gone Girl have the theme of the lying 
narrator. How did the main characters’ narrations affect your understanding of what 
was reality and what was fiction? 
 

3. Both Henry and Celia seem to make a good claim for themselves. Did you feel more 
sympathetic towards one over the other? If so, why? 
 

4. Perspective plays an interesting role in the novel. Why did Henry and Celia feel so 
differently about their relationship? 
 

5. What do you think the next 2 pages would reveal if added on to the ending of the book? 
 

6. The entirety of the novel takes place over the course of one meal.  What do you think 
was gained by this restriction?  Do you think anything was lost? 
 



7. In flashbacks, it’s revealed that Henry makes a drastic decision, with major 
consequences, out of love for Celia.  But, at the dinner, Celia downplays romantic love in 
favor of the love she feels for her children:  “Beside it, romantic love is cute. Passion is 
just a little game.”  Discuss the differences between the two kinds of love.  Would you 
have done what Henry did for passion?  For your children?  
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Want to learn more about Olen Steinhauer? 
Follow him on Facebook! 

www.Facebook.com/OlenSteinhauer 


