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My Dear Readers,

If you have read all three of my books in the Dixie series, or if this is just your 
first, I want to extend a sincere, heartfelt show of gratitude. All three novels 
have been a labor of love from the start, rooted in the desire to show my two 
artsy sons that creative people can live their dreams, as long as they are willing 
to put in the overtime and hard work. 

I love to laugh. Nothing makes me happier than a good, hard, tears-rolling-
down-my-cheeks belly laugh. When I started this journey I thought, if I could 
provide one laugh-out-loud moment in my books I will have accomplished 
something big. I hope I have done that for you!

People think that Leelee is me. That’s only partly true. Yes, we both have  
frizzy red hair and hail from Memphis but she embodies everything I wish to 
be—minus the dysfunction! But aren’t we all a little bit dysfunctional? I prefer 
to think of Leelee as deliciously flawed. She is a little bit Rachel Green from 
Friends, and a lot Lucy Ricardo. Lucille Ball is my greatest inspiration. I bet  
I have watched each episode of I Love Lucy fifty times over the years. I can  
certainly recite the dialogue; I know that. 

While writing Leelee’s adventures, or misadventures I should say chock-full  
full of antics, calamity, and heartbreak—my favorite part was the fun. I would 
picture myself as Leelee and try to write about the most enjoyable, hilarious 
situations I could possibly imagine for her, Kissie, Alice, Virginia, Mary Jule, 
Roberta, Jeb and last but not least, darling Peter, who, incidentally, is not  
based on a real person. He is my idea of the perfect man. And we all know  
perfect, a-hem, people don’t exist!

The question I get asked most is if Kissie is based on a real person. The answer 
is a resounding yes! I had a Kissie in my life who passed away in 2000 and I 
miss her every single day. While writing the books, I was able to resurrect her 
and make believe she was still alive. Burying her once more broke my heart  
all over again. 

Southern as a Second Language may be my last book in the Dixie series but  
it’s certainly not my last novel. I can’t wait to start something new and bring 
my readers more of what I love most—good, clean, fun, humorous Southern 
stories. With all the tough, trying situations we all have to encounter in life,  
it’s important to “take time to laugh. It’s the music of the soul!” 

My Love Always,

Lisa
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  1.   As the title suggests, the South seems to have its 
own language. In fact all regions in the United 
States have their own cultural differences. Some 
may seem quirky, others downright weird, but  
we are always the last to recognize our own idio-
syncrasies. What are some of the peculiarities  
prevalent in your neck of the woods?

  2.   On the whole, Southerners aren’t fond of fconfron-
tation. Most will do anything to avoid it. North-
erners, on the other hand, seem to be more direct. 
Which category do you fall into?

  3.   Leelee finds it easier to tell a little white lie than  
to hurt someone’s feelings. Be honest, are you  
the same way?

  4.   Do you have a nosey Nellie like Shirley Greene  
in your life? Someone who drives you stark raving 
mad? Do you put up with her just for the sake of 
appearances and avoiding confrontation?

  5.   Kissie is Leelee’s voice of reason. She doesn’t  
hesitate to correct Leelee when she is walking on 
shaky ground. Do you have a trusted someone in 
your life, other than a parent, who won’t hesitate 
to let you know when you’re making, let’s just say,  
a poor choice? 

  



  6.    Do you think Northerners have a more rigid  
stereotype of Southerners or do you think it’s  
the other way around? Could it be possible  
that finally these stereotypes are melting away?

  7.    Although Peter is in her life and treats her like a 
rare gemstone, once Baker tries to convince Leelee 
that he has changed she strongly considers reunit-
ing with him for the sake of her daughters. Would 
you do the same thing?

  8.    Since the setting is a restaurant, Southern as a  
Second Language invokes some serious mouth 
watering. Did the gourmet cuisine at the Peach 
Blossom Inn tickle your taste buds? Or could 
you take it or leave it? Do you consider yourself a 
“foodie” or, in more impolite terms, a food snob?

  9.    One of the themes of Southern as a Second Lan-
guage is inner strength. Is there a pivotal moment 
or event in the book when Leelee realizes the 
depth of her Southern grit? 

10.    Leelee and her friends still enjoy their shenanigans 
together. What is the craziest thing you’ve ever 
done with your adult girlfriends? Are you ever  
too old for pranks?

11.   Leelee is downright fascinated by moose. After  
three heartwarming stories in the Dixie series, a 
Moosehead mount actually comes to live at the 
newly named North Dixie Café. What do you 
think the massive animal symbolizes?


