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 1.  Tom proposes that there are two different kinds of 
love:  l-u-v love and kidney love. What do you think 
of this idea? What different kinds of love do you think 
can exist between two people?

 2.  Do you believe in true love?

 3.  The characters in this novel have different places they 
go to find or restore their faith. What are those differ-
ent places? Do you have a place that is significant to 
you in a similar way?

 4.  As Jill is setting out Christmas stockings at the Kennel 
she realizes that her dream of hanging three stockings 
has come true, just not at all in the way she had imag-
ined. Has there ever been a time when you’ve gotten 
something you’ve wished for, just not in the way you 
had envisioned?

 5.  Uncle Howard offers many pearls of wisdom through-
out the book. What was your favorite?  

 6.  Cassie feels a sense of communication with her mother 
through hearts, most frequently heart-shaped rocks.  
What do you think about this? Do you think it is pos-
sible to communicate with loved ones who have passed 
away like this?

 7.  What do you think of the way that Jill handles Cassie’s 
hostility? How would you have reacted?

 8.  What kinds of relationships do Jill and Lisa have with 
their parents? How do you think those relationships 
have influenced the way that they view love?

 9.  Sparkle is a sort of refuge for Jill, a place where she 
goes to heal and recharge and figure things out. Do you 
have your own version of Sparkle?
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 10.  What do you think of Tom’s alpha male/beta male 
theory?

 11.  According to Eric and Hans there are “two critical 
questions” that a man should always keep in mind 
when getting involved with a woman: “Does she have 
hobbies? And does she get along with her dad?” Do 
you think there’s validity to this?  What other critical 
questions do you think a person should consider when 
getting romantically involved with someone? 

 12.  What do you think of Jill’s relationship with the guys 
at the Kennel?

 13.  When did you know there was a spark between Jill 
and Mike?

 14.  What aspects of Mike and Kate’s relationship and 
marriage are revealed through his memories of her?

 15.  What do we learn about Kate through the presents she 
has left for Cassie?

 16.  How did you react to the card that David gave Jill at 
the courthouse?

 17.  What do you think was the biggest turning point in 
Lisa and Tom’s relationship?

 18.  What role does skiing play in Jill’s emotional and 
physical recovery?

For more reading group suggestions, visit
www.readinggroupgold.com.
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