. When Leo invited Daphne and Claire to come stay for
a weekend in Scotland, Daphne decided to go alone to
have time to judge herself whether to continue their un-
orthodox relationship. The visit resulted in a proposal of
marriage that Daphne decided to accept. Claire was her
one big responsibility. Do you think she was considerate
enough of this in accepting Leo’s proposal?

. When Marcus and Charity decided to return to London
directly after Daphne’s funeral, how did you react? Put-
ting yourself in their shoes, and understanding that they
had come all the way from London to attend the funeral
of their stepmother whom they despised, were they at all
justified in their actions?

. When Claire encounters Jonas in Leo’s office, it is the first
time she has spoken to him or even seen him since the
day that their friendship came to an end eighteen years
before. Outwardly, Claire’s emotions seemed to display
anger at Jonas’s involvement with Leo’s affairs, but what
else do you feel was going on in her mind?

. It is quite apparent after the ultrasmart Kerr-Jamieson
party in London what really drives Charity. What do you
think of her character and her motivations?

. When Jonas eventually reveals to Claire why he ended
their friendship, was he right in keeping it from her for
all those years? Discuss the implications on everyone if it
had come out into the open.

. Only Leo knew the truth, almost from the moment it
happened. His own children carried out a premeditated
course of action to irrevocably damage his stepdaughter’s
friendship with Jonas, and as a result, she left his house
and never returned. What emotions would this have
evoked in Leo over the years?

For more reading group suggestions, visit
www.readinggroupgold.com.
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