
 

For Discussion 
 
The Zabime Sisters is a graphic novel, a story told in words and pictures. How do you think this story 
would be told differently if it was a novel, with only words? How would it be different if it was a 
movie, with just pictures? 
 
Which of the three sisters are you most like? What do you have in common? 
 
The art of The Zabime Sisters is very vivid and bold.  Would the story would feel different if it was 
illustrated by someone else?  What does this art add to the story?   
 
The three girls engage in all sorts of misbehavior on their summer day—smoking, drinking, stealing, 
watching fights, etc. What do you think their mom would say if she found out about any of it? What 
would your mom say? 
 
How would you describe the relationship between the three sisters?  Does it change during the story? 
 
This story is told in black and white. Why do you think that is? If you were going to color it, what 
sort of palette would you choose? Do you think that adding color would change the feeling of the 
story?  
 
Do the three sisters act differently when there are boys around? Does their behavior change from 
when they’re by the riverside at the Devil’s Sinkhole or at the cabin to when they’re while stealing 
mangos and smoking with Manuel and Gilles, or while M’Rose is at the fight?  
 
Think about a typical summer afternoon for you. Is it different from the afternoon that the  
characters in this book experienced? Are the differences because you live in a different  
place than the three girls, or because your personality or character is different  
from theirs? 
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Book Description 
 
The Zabime Sisters is a graphic novel written by Aristophane. It’s the story of a day in the life of 
three sisters—Célina, Ella, and M’Rose—as they enjoy their summer vacation in their island 
home of Guadeloupe. 
 


