
1.  How is “reputation” as a theme explored in the book? What does it mean for a woman to
 have “a reputation” in the Regency era? How are the characters in the novel judged by the 
reputations that precede them?

2.  Reputation has a historical backdrop, but in what ways has the author made it relevant to a 
modern readership? How did the tropes of romantic comedy emerge in the story and how did 
that aff ect your reading experience?

3. In what ways is Reputation a coming-of-age story? To what degree does Georgiana 
experience a loss of innocence over the course of the novel? How does this manifest?

4. How does the novel address the topics of attraction, sex, and consent? Did the author’s 
treatment of these issues resonate with you?

5. From the moment Georgiana fi rst meets Frances, she knew “that she was in the presence of a 
Main Character.” Discuss the infl uence Frances has over Georgiania over the course of the 
novel. Georgiana is the “main character” of Reputation, but, in what ways is Frances also the 
main character? In what ways is she not?

6. Georgiana has a complicated relationship with her 
parents, as do several other characters in the book. 
How does the novel look at family? How do Georgiana’s 
relationships with her relatives impact her choices over 
the course of the narrative? 

7.  What lessons does Georgiana learn from her diff erent 
friends by the end of the novel?

8. What did you make of � omas Hawksley? Why do you 
think he is drawn to Georgiana?

9. What do you imagine happens to Frances? What kind of 
life do you envision her leading in ten or twenty years?

10. Georgiana is a lover of books and of stories. In what ways 
does she become the heroine of her own story by the 
novel’s conclusion? 

Discussion Questions


