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Please note: In order to provide book clubs with the most informed and thought-

provoking questions possible, it is necessary to reveal important aspects of the plot 

of this novel—as well as the ending. If you have not finished reading NSFW, you may 

want to wait before reviewing this guide.

1. The novel begins as the narrator moves back to Los Angeles, the city where 
she grew up. What role does LA play in the story, and how did growing up 
there influence the narrator?

2. What is the narrator’s relationship with the male gaze and male validation? 
How do these outside stressors impact the choices she makes and the 
relationships she keeps?

3. Despite being set in a workplace where name-dropping and forging 
connections is so important, the narrator goes unnamed throughout the entire 
book. What is the significance of this choice? 

4. The narrator’s mother wants her to have all the opportunities she herself never 
had. Yet there are many parallels between the narrator’s relationship with her 
mother and her mother’s relationship with the narrator’s grandmother. In what 
ways are the narrator and her mother similar? In what ways are they different?

5. The narrator’s mother says that she would do “anything in the world” to make 
the narrator happy. However, their relationship is often a point of stress in the 
narrator’s life. What are some things that do make the narrator happy? 

6. The narrator’s brother often calls her “selfish” if she does not spend a 
lot of time with their mother, while her psychiatrist encourages her to set 
boundaries and focus on her own life. Is this selfish behavior? What, if 
anything, does the narrator owe her mother? 



7. The narrator and Gemma disagree over the definition of generosity. Gemma 
believes that to be generous you do things for others so long as it does not 
conflict with your own interests, while the narrator believes part of generosity 
is doing something even if it does conflict with your own interests. How does 
the narrator’s definition of generosity influence her day-to-day actions? Which 
of these definitions do you agree with? 

8. The narrator’s Judaism comes up throughout the story: it connects the 
narrator to Robert; she finds guidance in lines she remembers from Hebrew 
school; and her knowledge of Yiddish helps Allyn understand her experiences 
with Robert’s harassment. What is the narrator’s relationship with religion? 
What role does it play in her life? 

9. This novel is set in the early 2010s, a few years before the #MeToo movement 
brought forward numerous sexual harassment and assault allegations against 
Hollywood executives. How might the choices and conversations of Allyn and 
the narrator be different if the novel took place today? How might they be the 
same? 

10. Lots of “locker room talk” goes unchallenged—though not unnoticed—in the 
XBC offices. How does the acceptance of this kind of objectification shape 
the dynamics between the narrator and her male colleagues?

11. Both Allyn and the narrator face sexual harassment and abuse in the 
workplace. At the end of the novel, neither of them has decided if they are 
doing to come forward, weighing the impact it might have on their careers 
specifically versus the industry more generally. Do you think there’s a “right” 
choice?

12. Despite being an outspoken advocate for women’s rights, the narrator’s 
mother chooses to represent Robert when women make allegations of sexual 
harassment against him. Why do you think she made this choice? How do 
you think this choice will impact the relationship between the narrator and her 
mother in the future, after the novel ends? 

13. The novel ends with the narrator making a call—either to Julian or The New 
York Times reporter. Which call do you think she made, and what do you think 
she said? If you were in a similar position, which would you choose and why?


