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The year is 1925. Dr. Montgomery (Monty) Gray comes from a *P b e ] 7/
prominent family within Detroit’s Black elite. Monty, soon to be wed to ¢
Agatha (Aggie) Syphax, acknowledges the city’s past, and enjoys its The !‘\

thriving present. However, he also longs to see a Detroit free of racial

tension and strife.
The year is also 2025. Greer Cofley is a ballet dancer who returns to her g e

hometown of Detroit with her husband Sebastian (Bass) after
developing a career-ending neurological disorder. Alone and unhappy
in her marriage, Greer takes to reexploring her hometown, one street at
a time. On a night of wandering, Greer finds herself transported back in

time to 1925. What happened? How did she get there? Also, who is this Ye S te I’d ay

attractive doctor, Monty Gray, she keeps encountering?

Greer sets out to find answers, learning of their intertwined family
histories in the process. Their survival hangs in the balance after Monty
makes a life-altering decision. Time is losing meaning as the past is
rapidly blurring with the present. Can they both make it out alive?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Detroit is a central setting in The Edge of Yesterday, while also serving as a character within the book
itself. Discuss the importance of Detroit as a setting. Is there a town or city that feels like home to
you! How would you describe the town or city to others?

2. The Edge of Yesterday features time travel as a key part of the story, as Greer travels back and forth
between past and present. If you could travel through time, where would go you? Would you like to
witness a specific historical event? If so, which one and why?

3. Monty, heir to the Gray family, is worried about living up to his family legacy, both as a doctor and as
a fiancé. Greer, now part of the esteemed Coffey family, is anxious about living up to her in-laws’
expectations, especially as she experiences a newfound illness. Have you ever dealt with unexpected
family pressures and expectations? How did you navigate them?

4. Even though Monty and Greer come from well-connected families, they are both trying to find their
purpose and place in a society where they aren’t quite sure where they belong. What did you make of
their unexpected friendship? Why do you think they felt drawn toward each other?

5. As the visits between Monty and Greer become a regular occurrence, Monty finds himself fascinated
by the future, while Greer tends to be curious about the past. How would you react if you met
someone from the year 19257 What would you want them to know about life in 20257 What are the
similarities between life in 1925 and 20257 What are the differences?

6. What do you make of the fact that Greer can move backward in time, but Monty is unable to move
forward? Would you prefer to travel back in time, or to have someone from the future visit you in the

present-day? Why?
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7. For Monty, Aunt Rivka and Uncle Wallace are family, not by blood, but by association because of
shared love and experiences. Is there anyone in your life who you consider to be family even though
you might not be related? If so, what does that relationship mean to you?

8. Aggie is Monty’s childhood best friend turned fiancée. In the face of injustice, she encourages Monty
to stand up for what is right. Similarly, Greer ends up chronicling societal change and injustice.
Explain what else Aggie and Greer might have in common. What did you think of their unexpected
friendship in the final chapters?

9. Greer and Leah have a longstanding friend ritual: having a piece of bumpy cake whenever they are
having a tough day. What did you make of Greer and Leah’s friendship? Did your opinion of their
friendship change over time? If so, why? How did you respond to Leah’s dawning realization towards

the end of the book?

10. In 1925 Detroit, Monty and his family are worried about racial violence. When the violence is close
to home, Monty decides to take matters into his own hands. What was your reaction to Monty’s
life-changing decision? What would you have done if you were in his situation? Share your thoughts
upon reading the final chapter of the book.

11. If The Edge of Yesterday was adapted into a movie, who would you want to play Monty? Greer? Aggie?
Leah? Bass?

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

PICTURING THE PAST: As she frequently travels back in time, Greer sees the historically Black Detroit
neighborhood of Conant Gardens from the perspective of both past and present. Imagine yourself as a
resident of your neighborhood or town in the distant past. Look around. What do you see? What might
look familiar? What would look different? This could include houses, shops, buildings, parks, and more.

TEACHING A TALENT: Although he is trained to be a doctor, Monty has a passion for writing music.
Although she is no longer a ballet dancer, Greer still has a passion for dance. Think of a skill that you
are most passionate about. How did you develop this interest! What do you enjoy the most about it?
How would you teach your talent to others?

HOSTING A PARTY: Upon transporting back to 1925, Monty lends Greer his sister’s dress to help her fit
into the time. Imagine you are hosting a 1920s costume party. What items of clothing would you wear?
Which colors stand out to you? What types of shoes would you wear? List any accessories, like jewelry
or headpieces, you would like to see people wearing at your party.

DOCUMENTING THE PRESENT: The Edge of Yesterday highlights the importance of photographs, as Greer
uses photographs to document Detroit’s expansive past and present. Think of a location—a house, a
street, or a neighborhood—that has meaning to you. How would you go about documenting this space
to preserve its memory? Suggestions could include taking photographs, recording videos or voice
memos, writing down memories, and more.
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