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Welcome to the Book Club Guide for The Last Book Party. Please note: In order to provide reading 
groups with the most informed and thought-provoking questions possible, it is necessary to reveal 
important aspects of the plot of this novel—including the ending. If you have not finished reading 
The Last Book Party, you may want to do so before reviewing this guide. 
 

1. The Last Book Party is the title of the book, but it is only a small part of the book. Did you 
expect this? Why do you think the book party is so important to Eve and the other characters? 
What does it represent? 

 
2. Place is a large part of this book. Eve has a strong attachment to the Cape and has memorized 

most of the environment. Why do you think this environment is so soothing for Eve? What 
do you notice differently about the way she thinks about Florida versus the Cape?  

 
3. Eve seems a bit naïve to the relationships and identities of many characters, but on page 43 

she very clearly defines the difference between the editorial and publicity roles at the 
publishing house. Why do you think she can see these roles and personalities in work so 
clearly, but she has a harder time with people outside of work? 

 
4. Eve is treated without as much respect or understanding because she is female. Even her boss 

hires a young blond man to replace Don, the editorial assistant, rather than promoting Eve to 
fill that position. Her parents accept her publishing interests as a holding pattern while she 
finds a husband. At the end of the book, when Franny calls Eve a “hiccup” and Henry looks 
at her as if she could be anyone, Eve realizes she really could have been anyone. Do you think 
the way she is treated as a woman by these characters is specific to 1987, or do you think these 
issues are still present today? 

 
5. What other differences and similarities do you see between 1987 in the novel and today in 

terms of gender, career, relationships, and social values? 
 

6. Eve’s relationship with Danny seems to be another example of her feeling less important and 
less seen. Do you think this has as much to do with his excelling in his mathematics career as it 
does with their gender? Do you think their parents would have handled his depression 
differently if it had been Eve instead of Danny? 
 

7. One of the books Alva gives to Eve is Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House. How does this 
book inform the current story with Henry and Eve? Why do you think Alva recommends this, 
other than to show a parallel house-building experience? 
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8. Eve mistrusts Jeremy from the beginning of the book until after the party. She even disregards 
his advice about taking the job with Henry. Why do you think she is immediately so suspicious 
of Jeremy when she is otherwise so nonjudgmental of other characters? 

 
9. Jeremy challenges Eve’s ideas about being a writer and how to write. He sees writing as hard 

work and not just dependent on the few moments when a story simply comes to you. He 
doesn’t believe it’s a gift the way that Eve and her mom describe it. Why do you think Eve 
created this idea of being a writer? Why does she seem surprised by Jeremy’s feelings on the 
topic? 

 
10. In some ways Eve seems much younger than twenty-five years old. How do you think Alva 

and Malcolm and her parents are trying to help or hinder her growth? 
 

11. The book is structured by month until after the party. Why do you think the author chose to 
set Part V one year later? What was your reaction to that shift? 


