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1.  How do prophecies infl uence the actions of the 
characters in Lady Hotspur? Are they shaping 
their own destinies?

2.  What does gender-bending the cast for this 
adaptation bring to the table? How does 
gendered language diff er between the courts?

3.  Trace Hal and her mother’s relationship 
throughout the book, starting with Gratton’s 
description of their reunion: “� e two women 
slammed together, Celeda’s arms open and Hal’s 
fl inging about her mother’s neck. Her chest 
plate banged against Celeda’s, keeping them 
from truly meeting, but Hal hugged tightly, 
tears squeezing out of her eyes.” Given how 
eager they seem to reunite, why do the two 
women struggle so much to connect throughout 
the novel?

4.  “� is is how kings die.... Betrayed, all. Either by 
our bodies, our hearts, or our friends.” Consider 
all the people in power over the course of this 
novel. How do Rovassos’s prophetic words echo 
throughout the novel?

5.  Banna Mora keeps the true Blood and the Sea 
to herself because she doesn’t believe Hal is 
prepared to inherit the throne. Is her judgment 
fair? Why or why not?

6.  When Hal insists that Banna Mora is not their 
enemy, Celedrix replies, “She is perceived to be 
so, by many. And constantly rumors rise and fall 
about her loyalties, about what she would do if 
given the chance to retake the throne. Perhaps 
it is better for her to be on Innis Lear.” Is Hal 
blind to Banna Mora’s true intentions or does 
Celedrix turn Banna Mora into their enemy by 
treating her like one?
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7.  It’s diffi  cult to break this book down 
into a simple villain/hero, antagonist/
protagonist dichotomy. If you had to 
choose someone to call the antagonist in 
this story, who would it be? Why?

8.  In Henry IV, Part I, Prince Hal and 
Hotspur are foils, but they are not lovers. 
Why do you think Tessa Gratton chose to 
change this? Do they remain foils in Lady 
Hotspur?

9. “I don’t want a story, Hal. I want truth.” 
Hotspur thinks a story can’t be the 
truth—Hal argues that stories are what 
make the truth. Do you believe in one, 
both, or neither statement? Why?

10. In Henry IV, Part I, Prince Hal 
reveals that spending his time 
drunk and consorting with 
criminals is a ploy so that his 
eventual greatness will seem 
that much better. � is 
is alluded to in the fi rst 
conversation between Mora, 
Hotspur, and Hal on Innis 
Lear: when Hal says that 
she will “walk beyond my 
reputation to do great things,” 
Mora replies, “You want us to 
believe that this has been on purpose? 
Your court of riot, your lover? Your public 
drunkenness? It is all a bed of ashes from 
which to rise?” Hal doesn’t give a clear 
answer, saying only, “Believe what you 
want.” What do you believe?

11. How faithful is Gratton’s adaptation of 
Henry IV, Part I? Are there parts that are 
especially infl uenced by the original or 
parts that aren’t?

12. Bonus Question: If you’ve read � e 
Queens of Innis Lear, why do you think 
the author chose to set the two stories 
in the same world? � ere is a gap of 
100 years, so characters in � e Queens of 
Innis Lear have become legends in Lady 
Hotspur, and not all in ways they would 
expect—does that aff ect your opinions on 
what Hal says about shaping stories?
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