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Stacey Haney’s family has lived in the towns of Amity and Prosperity for 150 years. Struggling to 
support her children, in 2008 she agreed to let frackers extract natural gas from deep beneath her tiny 
eight-acre farm. The initial royalty checks covered her mortgage, but she felt anything but relief: her 
animals had started developing mysterious illnesses, and her children became chronically sick, too. 
Patches of grass were dying. The air and water smelled foul. Yet the energy company insisted that 
nothing was wrong—until Stacey and her neighbors enlisted a shrewd, relentless husband-and-wife 
attorney team. The ensuing investigation revealed deep rifts in Stacey’s rural community, but the 
more she learned, the more determined she became to expose the contamination and cover-ups that 
eventually made her home uninhabitable. 

At once alarming and deeply moving, Amity and Prosperity takes us to the root of the political and 
environmental troubles that have divided our nation. We hope the following questions will enhance 
your reading group’s experience of this searing work of investigative journalism.
 

QUESTIONS AND TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1.  Washington County was particularly vulnerable to the fracking industry because of poverty. What 
is at the heart of that poverty? Why isn’t it possible for the area to provide a good livelihood  
anymore?
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2.  In chapter 2, “When the Boom Began,” Stacey signs a contract with Range Resources granting her 
the lowest possible royalty rate allowed by law (12.5 percent), minus a variety of Range expenses. 
If you had been in her situation, would you have signed the contract?

3.  How are Harley’s physical health and emotional health intertwined? What accounts for the differ-
ences between the way he and his sister, Paige, experience their symptoms?

4.  Chapter 20, “Policing the State,” describes the history of Act 13, the Pennsylvania law that quashed 
local governments’ ability to regulate oil and gas operators. The law also required physicians to 
sign nondisclosure agreements in order to learn which chemicals had sickened their patients. As 
you read about the ensuing legal battle, culminating in key provisions of Act 13 being declared 
unconstitutional, where did you place the blame for Stacey’s situation? Are voters the solution or 
the problem?

5.  How does Pappy’s family history affect Stacey? What does the history of the region (particu-
larly William Penn’s “holy experiment” and the eventual brutality between Native Americans and 
Scots-Irish immigrants) teach us about the current power struggles between industry, government, 
and rebels?

6.  Hang ’Em High meetings were attended by an odd combination of Pennsylvanians who were 
united in the fight against Range Resources but disagreed about how and why. How did Stacey 
cope with the political contradictions in her community? Why would a conservationist reject en-
vironmentalists? Why aren’t scientists more politically empowered?

7.  Access to clean water has always been a sign of freedom to Stacey, and her turn to water buffaloes 
represented defeat. Is access to clean water a human right, or is clean water better understood as a 
commodity that might be bought?

8.  The health care industry provided Stacey with a middle-class wage and is one of the few steady 
employers in her region. Yet she struggled to pay for the thousands of dollars in medical tests re-
quired for herself and her family. What does that say about the economics of illness in America?  

9. Discuss the book’s title. What would it take to bring amity and prosperity to Washington County?

 10.  Stacey hoped for a settlement, but Harley was opposed to it. Would you have accepted a settle-
ment?

 11.  What accounts for the tenacity of lawyers like the Smiths (who were willing to pursue cases 
against Range for years on a shoestring budget) and plaintiffs like Stacey? What keeps them from 
being easily intimidated or succumbing to despair?

 12.  Ron Yeager obtained a pre-drill test, but Buzz, Stacey, and the Voyles didn’t. If you were on a 
jury, what proof would you need of his water in order to be convinced about the cause of the con-
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tamination? If the liner of a drill cuttings pit or a waste pond is shown to be leaking, should that 
be sufficient evidence that the pit or pond is the source of toxins? 

 13.  As you read about the suffering of Stacey’s animals (including the offspring of Boots and Diva), 
along with the tragic contamination of springs that flow from the Ten Mile Creek Watershed, how 
did the book shape your view of the natural world? How much responsibility do we have to pro-
tect the planet and its creatures, beyond what’s necessary for our own survival?  

 14.  What did you discover about the way the energy industry weighs risk versus rewards? What 
would your life look like if humans stopped extracting minerals from the earth?
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