
1. Given that Frank did not talk about his experiences in the war until decades later, what do you think
that says of our country's treatment of veterans? 

2. Frank discussed in his book how, in hindsight, he hopes the Luftwaffe airmen he shot down survived
and went on to have fulfilling lives. Years later Frank went back to re-introduce himself to the German
farmers who turned him over to authorities. What do Frank's actions say about war?

3. After reading Luck of the Draw, what did you learn about WWII that you didn't know before?

4. So much has been written about WWII. After reading Frank's firsthand account, do you think his
generation's service has been unfairly glamorized? Did your perceptions change?

5. Frank writes about daylight bombing, which had never been done before at the time and made
soldiers extremely vulnerable. What parallels do you see to modern warfare, if any? Do you think there
have been changes in how our government treats its frontline soldiers, and if not, should there be?

6. Frank's daughter and granddaughter have been the driving force behind publishing a new edition of
this memoir, which was first published in 2001. Chloe writes about preserving her grandfather's story
and the powerful experience she had visiting Thorpe Abbotts. What role do you think our predecessor's
stories play in shaping our own lives? What do you consider Frank's legacy to be? 

7. While imprisoned at Stalag Luft III, Frank played in the camp's band. Both he and his family believe
music is what saved him, and Frank describes the solace other prisoners found in the band's
performances that reminded them of home. What do you think this says about hope and our capacity to
endure hardships? 

8. Frank described his prison camp as a “hellhole.” What previous take did you have about these officer
camps? Did Frank’s depiction change your understanding of what POWs went through?

9. This generation is known as “the Greatest Generation.” Why do you think 
that is and do you agree with this assessment?

10. Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks will tell Frank’s story along with 
his fellow airmen in the Apple TV series, Masters of the Air, this spring. 
What are you most hoping to learn from it and see depicted?


