
1. Lucy begins her story by talking about the “second act” that women are famous for. Do you know any women 
who have begun a second act? Are you planning a second act? When would it begin, and would you pursue a 
new passion or step back and scale down your work, hobby, or schooling? 

2. Lucy worked in the hotel business, historically a male-dominated industry. Why do you think these “old boys’ 
club”–type fields persist? How do you think the tide is turning? 

3. Lucy was accused by several people of “having to have known” what Tony Fielding was planning. How realistic 
was that? Have you ever been completely surprised by an action of a partner or a loved one? Do you think 
some people choose to ignore something that may be problematic?

4. Since the book is told from Lucy’s point of view, the reader is not privy to Bing’s thoughts as the relationship 
between the two of them progresses. Were you able to see his attraction to her? Were his actions toward 
Lucy—or rather, his lack of action—understood?  

5. Bing, as an older character, approached Lucy very cautiously, giving her the room she needed to make up her 
mind about him, which stood in sharp contrast to Philippe and his pursuit of Marie Claude. Do you think that 
age is a factor in how people develop romantic relationships?

6. Marie Claude and Philippe are the secondary love story. How did you feel about their relationship? How did 
you feel about Eliot? Do you agree with Vera that perhaps he was looking for a way out, or was he just 
overwhelmed by the situation and chose not to fight for his marriage?

7. Lucy relocated to another country because the only job offer she received 
was stationed there. Would you consider relocating to another country for 
work? For love? 

8. Tony Fielding left his high-stress job to live in a quiet country village. Have 
you ever had the fantasy that, given no financial restrictions, you’d move 
someplace that promises a totally different lifestyle?

9. Lucy takes her nieces back to France with her. Lucy makes this decision, in 
large part, for her own happiness. Do you think this was the right choice? 
Should parents put the needs of their children over their own needs? 

10. Although many children would see moving to a new place as an adventure, 
others would quickly grow homesick, even if home was not perfect. How do 
you think the twins adjusted to their new life? Would you have wanted to 
grow up in a place like Hotel Paradis?


