
ABOUT THE BOOK:

Ophelia Rojas knows what she likes: her best friends, Cuban 
food, rose gardening, and boys. Her friends and parents make 
fun of her endless stream of crushes, but Ophelia is a romantic 
at heart. She couldn’t change, even if she wanted to.

So when she finds herself thinking more about cute, quiet Talia 
Sanchez than the loss of a perfect prom with her ex-boyfriend, 
seeds of doubt take root in Ophelia’s firm image of herself. Add 
to that the impending end of high school and the fracturing of 
her once-solid friend group, and things are spiraling a little out 
of control. But the course of love—and sexuality—never did run 
smooth. As her secrets begin to unravel, Ophelia must make a 
choice between clinging to her fantasy version of herself or 
upending everyone’s expectations to rediscover who she  
really is, after all.

DISCUSSION GUIDE
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QUESTIONS:
1. How does Ophelia’s fear of telling her loved ones that she’s questioning her sexuality compare to 

her fear about admitting it to herself?

2. Why do you think it was easier for Ophelia to open up to friends who haven’t known her very 
long compared to those she’s known since childhood?

3. Ophelia’s greatest passion is rose gardening, but how does her relationship with her garden 
change throughout the book? What do these changes signify?

4. The Rojas family speaks a mix of English, Spanish, and Spanglish. Does their choice of language 
ever affect the tone or impact of their conversations?

5. Several characters in this book, including Ophelia, experience attraction to multiple genders 
but use a variety of labels to individually identify their sexualities. What role do labels play in 
identity?

6. Ophelia recognizes that some of her friendships will change after graduating from high school. 
Where do you think these friendships will be in a year and why?

7. Prom is on everyone’s minds throughout the book. What are some of the conventional romantic 
and sexual expectations for teenagers surrounding prom? How do Ophelia’s and her friends’ 
questions and conflicts challenge or uphold these expectations?

8. The title of this book comes from Ophelia saying, “I am Ophelia, after all.” Beyond that context, 
what do you think this title represents for Ophelia as a character who struggles with her identity? 
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