BUSES ARE A COMIN' DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. As you read about the events in Charles’s life as he was growing up that helped propel him to
join the Freedom Ride, what events come to mind from your own life that have propelled you to
action? Or might have but did not? Why?
2. What “bus” have you boarded in your life to make a stand on behalf of a principle?
a. What was the principle?
b. What did your stand look like?
c. What was the outcome?
3. If you haven’t boarded a “bus” of your own or engaged in a type of activism, would you like to?
What would you like to do?
4. What do you think allows people to board a dangerous bus? Why are some able to do so when
others are unable to put principle to action?
5. Have you witnessed any of the discrimination you encountered in the book? Which side were
you on? What did you do about it? What do you want to do about it now?
6. How is your community currently different (or even similar) from the one in which Charles grew
up? What changes would you like to see in your community? How could you be a part of those
changes?
7. As you learn about the changes the Freedom Riders fought for, do you recognize anything in
your life that you enjoy today because of the sacrifices of a previous generation?
8. What do you admire the most about Charles and his fellow Freedom Riders?
9. What have you learned from Charles’s story, and has your thinking changed because of what
you have read?
10. Just as the Freedom Riders were pioneers in the 1960s Civil Rights Movement, who would you
say today’s leaders are in the fight for equality?
11. Were you taught about the Freedom Riders in school? If yes, how does Charles’s experience
compare to what you learned? If no, what Civil Rights leaders did you learn about?
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