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All three main characters, Yaakov, Leah, and Shaindele, undergo transformations
that change their life’s trajectory. When thinking of each character’s journey, in
your opinion, who faced the most difficult challenges?

How would you describe Shaindele’s transition from troubled teenager to young
adult? What special factors arising from her community and religious beliefs
complicated this development? 

Did Leah make a mistake when she left behind her secular life to join the Orthodox
Jewish community? Or did she make the best decision of her life? Please explain.

How does Yaakov’s life change when he is forced to leave yeshiva and earn a
living? Describe the positive and negative aspects. In your opinion, was his life
enriched by these challenges, or impoverished?

Describe Shaindele’s “romance” with Duvie. Was she a victim?

If you were writing the life story of Duvie Halpern, how would it end?

What factors helped Shaindele to defy Yoel Grub that
his other victims lacked?

Was Rav Alter’s response to Yoel Grub and the attacks
on the Lehmans appropriate, inadequate, or genius?
Given the society, what do you think he could, or should,
have done differently?

What aspects of the haredi community allow sexual
abuse to go unchallenged? What steps could be taken to
strengthen the community’s response to sexual crimes?
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Yaakov has a moment of panic when approached by a female work colleague at a
bar. What does his reaction reveal about him? Did it make you view him in a more
positive or negative light?

Do you think religion has a place in the bedroom? In what way can religious
strictures be helpful in encouraging intimacy and in what way destructive? In the
long run, do you think the forced separations between Yaakov and Leah helped
their relationship, or hurt it?

Did you find the romance between Rav Alter and Fruma Esther surprising, or
inevitable? Was it realistic? In your opinion, does the need for romance and
connection have an age limit?

While Folkestone is a fictional place, towns just like it exist all over the United
States. In what way is Folkestone different from Boro Park? Why were these
differences so vital to Leah and Yaakov?

How does Leah’s relationship with her mother grow and transform over the years?
What are the factors that allow or deter intimacy
between parents and children who have chosen
radically different lifestyles?

What was the moment of truth in Leah and Yaakov’s
relationship? How did they resolve it? Could it have gone
very differently? 

An Observant Wife is a sequel. If you read the first book,
An Unorthodox Match, are you happy or unhappy with
how the story unfolded? If you were the author, what
would you have done differently, and what would you
have left the same?
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