
Discussion 
Questions

1. Palm Beach and the notion of perfection of a place comes 
into play in this novel. Do you feel that what happens 
between Elodie and Aubrey could happen anywhere with 
the same judgments and gossip? 

2. Veronica has conflicts of her own and reminds us that 
mothers are far from perfect. How do you identify with  
this kind of mother, with her own status to protect, her  
own marriage to preserve? 

3. Motherhood is a coveted and desired role in this novel. 
How does this play out for Elodie at the start of the novel? 

4. In your opinion, what does being a wife or a committed 
partner mean? At what point can one lose oneself for the 
sake of a relationship, and at what point does one realize 
this is the case? What does this mean for Veronica, Elodie, 
and Aubrey?  

5. Once Aubrey agrees to carry Elodie’s baby, many characters 
in the novel “wake up.” How does her decision shake and 
form her and her sister going forward?  

6. Think about the evolution of the two sisters. Practical, 
responsible Elodie, and Aubrey the dreamer, switching roles 
once a child comes into the mix. Do you think this kind of 
role switching happens in real life? Can you think of any 
examples?   

7. Simon’s secret affects his daughters, and how they view him. 
Does it change their perception of him as a father? If so, 
how?  What is forgiveness in Elodie’s eyes versus Aubrey’s? 



8. Elodie feels she must pursue other members of her “family,” but Aubrey 
sees this as a betrayal. Have you ever felt so compelled to do something, 
know something, that you had to do it in spite of your family’s wishes?    

9. Throughout the novel, Palm Beach is a character all its own. How do  
you imagine Palm Beach society would react to what occurs by the end  
of the novel?  

10. Sisterhood is a complex relationship and dynamic. Were you surprised by 
the ending?  

11. In your opinion, who is the baby’s mother? Did your opinion change at 
any points throughout the novel?


