1. The author of Snowblind, Ragnar Jónasson, has translated fourteen Agatha Christie novels into
Icelandic. If you’re familiar with Agatha Christie, do you think her books have influenced
Snowblind? How so?
2. Ari Thór decides to accept the job in Sigulfjördur without first consulting his girlfriend, Kristín.
What did that choice lead you to expect from him as a character, and in what ways did he
conform to or flout those expectations later in the book?
3. Early on, Tómas warns Ari Thór that “nothing ever happens here.” Though this ultimately proves
not to be the case, what does this statement tell you about Tómas’s character?
4. How does the relationship between Tómas and Ari Thór evolve throughout the story?
5. How did each character’s backstory contribute to your understanding of the Sigulfjördur
community? To your understanding of Hrólfur’s death?
6. Who did you initially suspect had a hand in Hrólfur’s death? Were any clues particularly
misleading?
7. How do you feel about Hrólfur? In what ways did your opinion of him change as your knowledge
of him deepened?
8. Throughout, there are italicized flashbacks to a woman under attack in her home. In what ways
did these flashbacks contribute to your understanding of the main story? When did you begin to
guess how the two plotlines might weave together?
9. Ari Thór informs the reader “The Icelandic tradition of reading a new book on Christmas Eve,
and into the early hours of the morning, had been important in his family’s home.” How are the
arts (literature, theater, music) important in this novel? What does their centrality reveal about
the characters?
10. “Jonassón’s true gift is for describing the daunting beauty of the fierce setting, lashed by
blinding snowstorms that smother the village in “a thick, white darkness” that is strangely
comforting,” said The New York Times Book Review. Do you agree that the setting—which has
also been called “claustrophobic” by reviewers—is somewhat comforting? If not, what was your
reaction to the setting?
11. At the end of the novel, Ari Thór makes the statement: “It was supremely unjust,” referencing
that fact that a true murderer isn’t charged, while an accidental death may make its way to trial.
In what ways is this “unjust” ending a reflection of the themes throughout the book?

