
Discussion 
Questions

1.  Jacob’s essential dilemma is to choose between his oath to 
his brother and his love for Sarah, a choice between the 
past and the future, love and hate, revenge and letting go. 
With his fi nal choice did he betray his murdered brother?

2.  When Jacob steals clothes he wonders: “Is it thievery if you 
steal from a thief? ” In the context of the Holocaust and 
Jacob’s return home, is it? 

3.  Sarah proved herself every bit as tough and wily as Jacob, 
maybe more so. After all, certain qualities were needed to 
survive the Holocaust. What are they and which are 
manifested in Jacob and Sarah?

4.  The fi rst offi cial reaction of the British and American 
armies of occupied Germany was to treat Jews the same 
as the Germans, as they were all German citizens. Jacob 
and Sarah were both told they had no special rights. 
This quickly changed but it must have been soul-destroying 
for liberated Jews. Did they deserve special treatment? 
After all, everyone suffered in different ways.

5.  When Germany began paying reparations to Jews in 1953, 
including pensions for life, some refused to accept a penny, 
calling it blood money. Most accepted because it improved 
their lives. Who was right?

6.  Sarah survived the war in Berlin partly by being helped by 
Germans who risked their lives hiding a Jew. If you were 
in such a position, would you shelter a neighbor, know-
ing your own family could be punished by death? Or less 
dramatically, if, for instance, a Muslim was being abused 
for racist reasons, would you help or would you mind your 
own business? 

7.  The Avengers had a hit list of SS offi cers to assassinate. 
Were they right or wrong to take the law into their own 
hands?

8.  When the Avengers killed Alberta Braun, Yonni was upset 
at making her sweet son an orphan. He wanted to spare her 
for the child’s sake, although she was a notorious concen-
tration camp guard. Should they have let her live?
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9.  Jacob was a real hustler: Walking home with no papers, 
mastering the black market, planning a future in construc-
tion. And he was torn between staying in Germany, and 
leaving for Palestine or America. What do you imagine 
happened to him and Sarah?

10.  Some German Holocaust survivors, not many, chose to 
live in Germany and today, with the influx of Jews from 
the former Soviet Union, Germany has about 110,000 
Jews registered with Jewish communities, and has the 
fastest growing Jewish population in Europe. Yet Golda 
Meir, a former Israeli prime minister, famously refused to 
get into a Volkswagen because it was made in Germany. 
What is the appropriate relationship between a Jew and 
Germany today, and how has it changed since the Holo-
caust? 


