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Introduction : 
 Sometime in the future, after devastating wars and 
fires, a lonely, windswept island in the north is populated solely by women. Among these 
women is a group of teenaged Trackers—expert equestrians and archers—whose job is to 
protect their shores from the enemy. The enemy, they’ve been told, is men. 
  When these girls come upon a partially buried home from the distant past, they 
are fascinated by the strange objects—high-heeled shoes, teen magazines, make-up—
found there.  What are they to make of these mysterious things, which introduce a world 
they have never known? And what does it mean for their strict society where friendship is 
forbidden and rules must be obeyed—at all costs? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
   
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Nomansland opens with a quote from John Wyndham’s The Chrysalids. Do some 
research on The Chrysalids. Why do you think the author chose this quote? Is it a 
fitting quotation for the book? 

 
2. In what ways is the society the girls live in similar to ours? In what ways does it 

differ? 
 

3. Keller considers being a tracker to be the best job in the community. Do you agree 
or disagree? What are some of the pros and cons? 
 

4. Why are the objects found in the house from the time before considered 
dangerous? Make a list of all the items the girls find and discuss why each item 
would pose a danger to their society. 
 

5. Describe Laing and Keller’s relationship. Despite the fact that it is forbidden 
would you say they are truly friends? 
 

6. Amos says to Keller on page 240, “A single idea, a narrow intent, is not enough to 
hold so many unique lives together.” What does she mean by this and why does 
she share this thought with Keller. 
 

7. What conclusions can you draw from the fact that Mrs. Windsor indulges in so 
many of the Pitfalls that are forbidden to the girls. What does this tell you about 
their society as a whole? 
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8. On page 227 Amos and Smith tell Keller “If you want to keep your power you 

must invent an enemy.” What reasons would Committee Members have for 
inventing an enemy? What would they gain? 

 
9. Both Amos and Smith have secret relationships with the enemy, man. What do 

these relationships tell us about the women? 
 

10. Why does Mrs. Windsor take such an interest in Keller? What makes her so much 
more intriguing then the other girls? 
 

11. Why do Amos and Smith choose to help Keller escape? What conflicting 
emotions does Keller have about escaping? Why does she feel this way? 
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