
1.  In this book, Laurel receives an  
assignment to write a letter to a  
dead person. If you were given this 
assignment, to whom would you  
write your letter, and why?

2.  Why do you think Laurel didn’t initially  
turn in her first letter—or any of the  
others—to Mrs. Buster? What do you  
think Laurel is afraid of revealing to her 
teacher, or to anyone else, in the letters?

3.  On p. 109, Laurel thinks, “Grown-ups can 
be such fakes. They are always acting like 
they are trying to help you, and like they 
want to take care of you, but really they 
just want something from you.” Can you 
understand why Laurel might feel this 
way? What does she think the grown-ups 
in her life want from her?
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4.  After May’s death, Laurel’s mother goes to 
California. Can you understand why she 
did that? Do you think it would have been 
better for Laurel if her mother stayed? 
Why or why not?

5.  Do you think May’s death was accidental 
or intentional? Could Laurel—or anyone 
else—have done anything to prevent it? 

6.  Laurel viewed May in a very positive 
light—maybe too positive a light. Do you 
think that made it difficult for Laurel to 
see May clearly? Why or why not?

7.  Why do you think Laurel didn’t tell  
May what happened to her at the  
movie theater? If Laurel had told 
May—or someone—what do you think 
might have changed for both of them?

8.  Once Laurel starts opening up about  
the sexual abuse she experienced,  
do you think things will get better for 
her? Why or why not?

9.  On p. 318, Laurel writes in her letter  
to May, “I think that if you were still here, 
we could have helped each other.” In  
what ways do you think they could  
have done so?

    What do you think will happen to Laurel’s 
friends—Sky, Natalie, Hannah, Kristen, 
Tristan—and to Laurel herself after the 
book ends?

10.


