
ABOUT THE BOOK: 
 
Makeda June Kirkland is eleven years old, adopted, and black. Her parents 
and big sister are white, and even though she loves her family very much, 
Keda often feels left out. When Keda’s family moves from Maryland to New 
Mexico, Keda can’t help wondering: What would it feel like to grow up with a 
family that looks like me? 
 
Through singing, dreaming, and writing secret messages back and forth 
with Lena, Keda might just carve a small place for herself in the world.  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

1. When we meet Keda, she is on the road with her mom and sister, moving from Baltimore, 

Maryland, to Albuquerque, New Mexico. What does Keda notice about the changing landscape as 

they drive? Describe a time that you moved to a new state or took a road trip with your family. 

What did you see outside the window? 

 

2. In Keda’s family, classical music is legacy— a tradition passed down through generations. 

What’s a legacy or family tradition passed down in your family? 

 

3. Keda’s “special day” is the day she was adopted into her family. While Keda loves the story her 

dad tells her about that day, she feels like “she’ll never be whole.” Who is missing from Keda’s 

origin story? What’s your origin story, and why is it important to have one? 

 

4. Keda describes herself as “not like the rest” of her family, and when she starts her new school 

kids ask her questions like: “Why do you talk so white?” “Did your parents find you in a trash 

can?” How do you think these kinds of questions make Keda feel? What are some questions 

people ask you that make you feel singled out? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

5. Keda dreams all the time—about her birth mother, about her family, about her future. Why are 

dreams important in this story, and what do they tell us about Keda? What are some of your 

biggest dreams? 

 

6. Keda gets bullied a lot, but she also participates in some bullying when she’s pushed to her 

limits. Think about a time when someone bullied or hurt you, so you decided to hurt them back. 

How did it make you feel? What did you learn? 

 

7. Lena and Keda have a strong friendship. How does their friendship change when Keda moves 

away? Do you think it will last? 

 

8. Eve and Keda are bonded in sisterhood forever, but they move through the world very 

differently because of their skin colors. How are Keda’s and Eve’s experiences in New Mexico 

similar, and how are they different? What do Eve and Keda learn about each other when faced 

with their mom’s mental illness? 

 

9. Keda is constantly singing and writing songs about her feelings, but she doesn’t always share 

them with her family. How does Keda learn to share her voice with her family—especially her 

mom—by the end of the book? 

 

10. Keda is fascinated by powerful female musicians like Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, and her 

mom—all of whom inspire her to sing. Why do you think music is important to Keda? What do you 

think it means when Keda thinks: “I love. I hurt. I wonder. That’s the blues. And I sing it loud. I 

sing it true.”   
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