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Grade Level 
Grades 3–5 
 
Themes 

• Loss 
• Friends 
• Family Relationships 
• Human-Animal Relationships 

About the Novel 
In the summer of 1960, a fatherless ten-year-old boy named Nick rescues a baby mockingbird. 
He and his friend Mate nurture the bird to health and develop a special bond with the bird, which 
they name Marcy. That summer soon takes on a magical quality, changing and expanding as 
the bird and its caretakers develop a relationship. The story is full of joy and wonder at Marcy’s 
physical feats and her loyalty but the reality of change and the need for independence also play 
a role. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Achieving independence plays a central part in Wings. Discuss how different characters 
in the book struggle to gain independence from someone or something to make changes 
in their lives. Define the attributes of being independent, and then decide upon a 
definition of independence.  
 

2. It is a common childhood experience to find a baby bird or small wild animal and try to 
and make it a pet. Share your personal experiences doing this. Discuss the risks, 
responsibilities, and rewards Nick faces in raising Marcy as a pet.  
 

3. A dilemma is a situation in which a choice or decision must be made between equally 
unfavorable outcomes. What are some dilemmas Nick faces in Wings? Discuss the 
choices Nick faces in each dilemma and what the possible results for each might be. 
What did he choose to do in each situation? Explain why you agree or disagree with his 
decisions.  

Activity Suggestions 

1. Plan to have someone from a local nature center speak to the students about the risks 
and responsibilities that are involved in trying to raise a wild bird from infancy. (Standard 
7, Benchmark 1)  
 

2. Have students write a report about raising birds—particularly wild birds—using book 
research, the Internet, or information at a nature center. (Standard 1, Benchmark 5; 
Standard 3, Benchmark 2)  
 

3. The illustrations in Wings are all in black and white. Have students choose one or more 
and copy it adding color. Have them include the page number in the book where the 
illustration is found, and write a caption for it. (Standard 5, Benchmark 3)  
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4. Have students research the mockingbird on the internet and find a color picture of one. 
Have them print the picture and, using the Internet as well as the information at the end 
of Wings, give an oral report to the class. (Standard 5, Benchmark 3)  

 

 

 
About the Author 
William Loizeaux teaches at Johns Hopkins University. Wings 
received the ASPCA Henry Bergh Children’s Book Award and was 
named a Golden Kite Award Honor Book for Fiction. Mr. Loizeaux 
lives with his wife and daughter in Hyattsville, Maryland. 
 
 
For more information on William Loizeaux: 
 
Web sites: 
 

www.fsgkidsbooks.com 
Includes a biography of the author and additional information about his novels. 
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