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ABOUT THE BOOK 

 
A rollicking, modern twist on “The Necklace,” Guy de Maupassant’s 
classic tale of a nineteenth century material girl, The Clasp opens on 
a private island in Florida, as three hapless twenty-somethings 
gather for their friends’ wedding. For Kezia, the trip fails to deliver a 
break from her boss from hell, a jewelry designer in Manhattan. 
Nathaniel was a literary cool kid but now struggles to get Hollywood 
backing for his brainchild: a television show called The Pretenders. 
Victor was just fired from his job at a mediocre search engine, but his 
fortune—and the fate of his friends—changes dramatically when he 
begins snooping around and, in a drunken stupor, passes out in the 
groom’s mother’s bed. She slaps him awake, but instead of scolding 
him, she tells him an enticing secret about a valuable necklace that 
disappeared during the Nazi occupation of France.  
 
 
Embarking on a madcap treasure hunt that leads from New York to 
Paris, with an excursion to the chateau where Maupassant was born, 
the trio struggles to interpret cryptic clues while separating fakes from the real thing—not only in the world of 
gems, but also in life and love. We hope the following questions will enhance your reading group’s experience 
of this sparkling debut novel. 
 
QUESTIONS AND TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION  

 
1. Discuss the Yeats and Maupassant epigraphs. Which of the novel’s characters do they capture the best? 

 
2. What first impressions did you get of Kezia, Victor, and Nathaniel as they gathered in Florida for the wedding? 

As the scenes shifted in points of view, who were you rooting for the most? 
 

3. In chapter seven, Victor and Nathaniel’s English professor delivers her passionate rendering of “The Necklace.” 
How would you have responded to her request for a one-word summary of the story? Do any of the characters in 
The Clasp share traits with Mathilde Loisel, the woman who loses the borrowed necklace in Maupassant’s story? 

 
4. Johanna tells Victor that she doesn’t want Felix to know about the necklace because “he’s very sensitive about 

anything having to do with Nazi heritage” and because it might not still be where the soldier hid it. Do you think 
it’s that simple, or was Johanna up to something else when she decided to entrust a stranger with her secret? 

 
5. What were your theories about the drawing? What results did you predict for the treasure hunt? Make a virtual 

visit to Chateau Miromesnil (www.chateaumiromesnil.com) and imagine what other hidden surprises such a place 
could hold. 
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6. What does The Clasp say about the nature of friendship? What has kept Victor, Nathaniel, and Kezia from 

achieving success in their careers as they approach age thirty? What do you predict for the next decade of their 
lives? 
 

7. Johanna tells Victor that jewelry is “a blank canvas that gets filled by the person who wears it.” Is there a piece of 
jewelry in your life that has special significance for you? Do you care whether jewelry is made from precious 
gems, or is all jewelry “real” in your eyes? Would you value fake jewelry inspired by fictional stories? 

 
8. Discuss the idea of a clasp, which is meant to provide security. What does Claude teach Kezia about the practical 

aspects of his craft? What do all of the characters discover about weak links and ways of strengthening them? 
 

9. If you had been Victor, would you have been able to hide the truth? 
 

10. What took Nathaniel and Kezia so long to acknowledge their attraction to each other? What makes them 
simultaneously an unlikely couple and a great match? How are they different from Caroline and Felix, and Grey 
and Paul? 

 
11. In the closing scene, on the flight home, have the characters been transformed, or are they simply able to be 

themselves at last? 
 

12. As you read about the life of Guy de Maupassant, how did you react? Why don’t short stories have as much 
mainstream cultural impact as they did in the nineteenth century? Are writers like Nathaniel (pitching shows like 
The Pretenders to executives like Lauren) our modern-day Maupassants? 

 
13. What is unique about Sloane Crosley’s sense of humor? How does The Clasp enhance your experience of her two 

nonfiction bestsellers? 
 

          

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Sloane Crosley is the author of the New York Times bestsellers I Was Told There’d Be Cake (a Thurber Prize 
finalist) and How Did You Get This Number. A frequent contributor to The New York Times, she lives in 
Manhattan. 
 
To read a conversation between the author and her editor, visit www.sloanecrosley.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guide written by Amy Clements 

 
Contact us at readinggroup@macmillanusa.com | Don’t forget to check out our monthly newsletter!              

www.readinggroupgold.com 

           Join the discussion e  

                    www.facebook.com/PicadorBookClub 
 

mailto:readinggroup@macmillanusa.com
http://www.facebook.com/PicadorBookClub


The groomsmen’s jackets had come off. The women had grown shorter over the  
course of the evening. Everyone was buzzed. What time was it, 10 p.m.? Too early to be 

drunk in real life but right on schedule for Caroline Markson’s wedding. —VICTOR

1. WHAT KIND OF WEDDING GUEST ARE YOU?
A) The weird pale girl in the shift dress.

B) An intolerable douche.

C) The bride felt obliged to invite you.

I almost bought a dead stuffed orangutan. Rather, I considered being a person  
who debates buying a dead stuffed orangutan. —NATHANIEL

2. WHAT LINE BEST SUMS YOU UP?
A) I’m just realizing I’m the only one here who’s not a big fat liar.

B) I don’t spend money during daylight hours, it’s a waste.

C) No one ever lets me talk and I want to talk.

The cleaning lady arrived and gave Kezia a knowing nod for being  
the only other soul in the office. She hated being there to be nodded at, 

 in the society of the overworked and underpaid. —KEZIA

3. WHAT REALLY ANNOYS YOU?
A) Being asked about my plans by strangers.

B)  Sick of being on the wrong part of the lawn or at the wrong party altogether 
when Jack Nicholson showed up and lent his hat to Bean.

C) European football.

College had spent four years confusing him, making him question himself 
 making him yearn for more, but the mall winked at him. —VICTOR

4. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR COLLEGE SELF?
A) A vagina with a decent-looking head on top.

B) A unicorn in the lit department.

C) A human portal.

BY SLOANE CROSLEY

WHICH CHARACTER DO YOU MOST RESEMBLE?



He hated her tolerance of him as if he were a person to be tolerated  
and she were a person to tolerate others, as if he were part of her story, a glitch 

 in her otherwise ideal collection of collegiate pals. —VICTOR

5. HOW DO OTHERS PERCEIVE YOU?
A) Functionally illiterate.

B) Easy-going, popular, charming and uncomplicated.

C) Good listener, V-something, with the nose.

What would have happened if she hadn’t lost the necklace?  
Who knows? Who knows? How strange life is how full of changes.  

How little it takes to doom you or save you. —NATHANIEL

6.  WHEN YOU ARE TOLD A STORY ABOUT A MISSING 
NECKLACE YOU…
A)  Are the only person in the world who finds out you get to spend the weekend in 

Paris and looks constipated about it.

B)  Fly to Paris to party. To let loose in a country that doesn’t conflate your 
professional track record with your social track record.

C)  Scrounge together your life savings, swing by a remote château, find [the] 
necklace and figure out what to do with it.

You should be happy for me even if what’s making me happy doesn’t  
directly relate to you. It’s called friendship. —KEZIA

7. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR FRIENDSHIPS?
A) You don’t feel obliged to laugh at their jokes.

B) You can’t seem to meet their unreasonably high standards of friendship.

C) You think it’s a personal question to ask how many friends you have.

 

M O S T LY  A’ S
YOU ARE KEZIA

Too familiar to some, loved by others. A curly blonde Wednesday Addams with tiny bones who is in 
great shape for someone who doesn’t live in LA. You hate Los Angeles as a concept, but also hate it 
on a personal level. You can also go home knowing that the most elegant person you passed that day 
was also pulling sweatpants out of her pyjama drawer.

M O S T LY  B ’ S
YOU ARE NATHANIEL 

Someone you either marry or stab in the eye. Your love for a life of writing is now fuelled by the 
external forces of fame and wealth and who had no idea this much fake laughter was going to be 
required to get by in Los Angeles. You used to be so good at it. You have bad days all the time, days 
when you feel like you have no roots. But one has to suck it up and be part of society.

M O S T LY  C ’ S
YOU ARE VICTOR

You are the only one of your friends who can’t figure it out. You’re not smart enough to act dumb. You 
once accidentally cracked your parents Lalique vase while practising self-taught karate because your 
legs had grown too fast for your brain. You wish you spoke passable French and now your friends 
have seen you at your worst, you feel enabled to be at your best, or some approximation of it.
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