
1. Is Jamie a sympathetic character? Is Cate?

2. Why is Jamie so anxious about Cate getting out 
of juvenile detention? Do you think it was fair of his 
parents to keep it a secret from him?

3. Under what circumstances do Jamie’s hands start 
to go numb? What do you think is the significance 
of this?of this?

4. What role does memory play in this story?  
Can you always rely on your memories to be true?

5. Do you think Jamie has a good relationship with 
his adoptive parents? Why doesn’t Cate?

6. In what ways does Jamie start to uncover clues 
about his past? How do they change your perception 
of him?of him?

7. What role did poverty play in the circumstances 
of Jamie and Cate’s early childhood?

8. What does Cate want from Jamie when she comes 
back? Is Cate a good sister to Jamie?

9. Jamie has a lot of conflicted feelings about being 
adopted. How does this play out in the story?



10. Why does Jamie stop taking his medication? 
Why do you think he’s not honest with his therapist 
about this?

11. How do you understand the falling out between 
Jamie and Scooter? Why doesn’t Jamie have friends?

12. Why do you think Jamie is so driven to find out the 
truth about his past?truth about his past?

13. How did your perception of Jamie change as you 
read this story? Were you surprised by the ending?  

14. Are there any truths about yourself that you wouldn’t 
want to know?
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