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1. Havisham belongs to a literary legacy of books that seek to expand on key characters from classic 

works of literature, like Jean Rhys’ Wide Sargasso Sea. How would it be a different experience, now 
that you’ve read this book, to return to Great Expectations?  
 

2. Young Catherine, while the daughter of a successful brewer is still not accepted into the ranks of 
high society, as her father’s wealth is “new money.” How do you think this informed Catherine’s 
attitude as she passed through adolescence?  
 

3. How do you think Miss Havisham would be treated by society at large these days, in light of her 
disturbed mental state?  Would she, for example, be diagnosed as an agoraphobic and treated 
accordingly? Are we more enlightened about mental issues in the 21st century?   
 

4. In Havisham, Ronald Frame has portrayed the younger Catherine as a shrewd businesswoman, filled with hope and confidence. How 
does this inform how you feel about the helplessly dissembled Miss Havisham of Great Expectations?  

 
5. Discuss Catherine’s unlikely but intimate connection to the servant girl Sally. How does it redefine Catherine’s relationship to her 

sexuality, social class, and more?  
 
6. Conversely, discuss how Catherine’s fraught relationship with her malicious illegitimate brother, Arthur, affected her sense of 

belonging in the world, and perhaps set the tone for her relationship with men later on.  
 
7. Though Catherine had the business acumen to be a success in today’s world, in her time that might not have been the case. Was 

Catherine, as a woman, doomed by her times not to be independently prosperous, or was her collapse solely caused by her 
heartbreak?  

 
8. Miss Havisham has made a number of appearances on film and television.  How does her character, as rendered in this book, differ 

from her filmic portrayals? Compare and contrast those various dramatic performances.  
 

9. Are there any other characters from classic works of literature about whom you’d like to read more? Which character do you think is 
most befitting of his or her own story, in the manner of Havisham? 
 

10. Compare and contrast Havisham with other literary adaptations of Great Expectations, like Peter Carey’s Jack Maggs and Lloyd Jones’s 
Mister Pip. How did Ronald Frame tackle the issue of expanding on a pre-existing character similarly or differently than these books? 
Why do you think these authors were motivated to pick up where Dickens left off in this way?  
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