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Questions 
 
1. The Intimates features a pattern of mistaken identities in its first two parts and a distinct pattern of thefts in its 

third and final section. Do you think that these patterns are related? If so, how? 

 

2. Although there are only a handful of sex scenes in The Intimates, taking up no more than fifteen pages total, a 

number of reviewers commented on the book’s eroticism. Did you find this book’s sex scenes more 

noteworthy—more explicit or carnal—than those in other novels you’ve read? Do you think Sassone was trying 

to make a point about desire in general and youthful desire in particular?   

 

3. The Intimates is a book that puts the friendship of its two main characters, Maize and Robbie, at the center of the 

narrative. Can you name other adult (as opposed to children’s or young adult) novels where friendship is a 

primary focal point? If so, which of them might be models for Sassone’s book?  

 

4. Although Maize and Robbie clearly see themselves as best friends and each other’s “human diaries,” they 

nevertheless withhold certain important facts or experiences from each other, e.g., Maize’s infatuation with her 

college counselor and Robbie’s stalking of his father’s mistress through the streets of Rome. Is this consistent 

with your own view of a best friendship? Are these characters hiding important things from themselves as well? 

 

5. One irony in The Intimates is that Maize and Robbie feel more comfortable in the presence of their stepparents 

than they do their birth parents. By including this unusual element, what do you think Sassone is saying about the 

nature of parent-child bonds? 

 
6. It’s a cliché that opposites attract in romantic relationships. Can the same be said of close friendships like Maize 

and Robbie’s in The Intimates? In what ways are these two characters opposite? In what ways similar? Would it 

be accurate to describe their friendship as a romance? 
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P I C A D O R  

The Intimates is about Maize and Robbie, who meet in high school 

and hold fast to each other as they stumble through amorous 

adventures, first jobs, and complicated relationships with family 

members here and abroad. It is a powerful and compassionate debut 

novel that explores the romance of young friendship, the freighted 

bonds between parents and children, and the thrills and mesmerizing 

illusions of sex. Lovely, perceptive, funny, and vividly erotic, in The 

Intimates, "Sassone has created a friendship so deep, so utterly 

believable, that you feel jealous of Maize and Robbie’s closeness---

and of Sassone’s easy talent" (New York Press). 
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7. In The Intimates, an eligible single man and an attractive single woman are extremely close to each other without 

having a sexual relationship. Could their bond be described as a romance? How realistic do you think it is to 

maintain such a relationship after more conventional romances present themselves to such characters? 

 

8. Maize’s mischievous and irreverent high school friend Lyla is juxtaposed with Maize’s square, college-obsessed 

friend Jayne as well as with as the beautiful and popular cheerleader Bethany Campbell. Which of these three 

young women has the most lasting influence on Maize? Did you find it believable that Maize would be friendly 

with all three of these very different personalities? 

 

9. Maize’s furtive infatuation with Hal Jamesley is the first of several inappropriate couplings and unseemly 

liaisons in The Intimates. What are the others? What do these couplings suggest about this author’s view of 

romantic love? 

 

10. At one point Maize reads the work of a secular philosopher who contends that “In moments of great swollen 

emotion—anger or joy or passion—we become someone else . . . who makes our normal self seem a ghostly 

shadow by comparison” (20). Do you agree with that notion? Does The Intimates seem to confirm it or contradict 

it? 

 

11. As best friends, confidantes, classmates, and roommates, Maize and Robbie are the most obvious intimates in 

this novel. Who are some of the other intimates the book title refers to, and how do they affect Maize and 

Robbie’s intimate relationship with each other?  

 

12. When Maize and Robbie spy on the suburban family who live down the street from Robbie’s mother, Maize has 

a fantasy about them that reveals something about herself. If Robbie were to have his own fantasy about the 

family, what do you imagine it would be? 

 

13. Toward the end of the novel, the character Eli seems to be the first man—besides Robbie—who’ll break through 

Maize’s emotional shell and, perhaps, have a serious romantic relationship with her. If that turns out to be the 

case, why is Eli more capable of becoming Maize’s boyfriend than other men? Is it something about Eli himself 

that opens this possibility, or is it just a question of good timing? 

 

14. Toward the end of the book, during a heated argument, Daniel accuses Robbie of holding “that poor girl [Maize] 

back.” Does that strike you as a fair accusation, or do you disagree with it? 

 

15. Maize is unemployed and nearly broke at the end of the book. If you had to predict a future career for her, based 

on the evidence in the novel, what would be your best guess? 

 

16. At the beginning of The Intimates and the very end, Maize stares at her reflection in a dark glass. How is the 

image she sees at opposite ends of the narrative similar, and how is it different? How did your own perceptions of 

this character—and of her friend Robbie—change over the course of the book?  
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