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Redemption Mountain 
Gerry Fitzgerald
Discussion Questions

1. The story alternates from the bustling backdrop of New York 
City to the pristine landscape of West Virginia. What roles do 
the settings play in the story? How important are the locations 
in relation to the characters of the novel?

2. Natty has the will and tenacity of a strong woman, yet also 
exhibits the frailty of a young girl. Where do you think her 
insecurity stems from, and how does she grow throughout her 
journey throughout the novel? What contributes to her devel-
opment?

3. Natty tells Charlie that “there’s a lot of heartache in these mountains,” referring to Southern West 
Virginia. In what ways does this statement resonate with the lives of the people of McDowell 
County? 

4. What role does the Pie Man play in Natty and Charlie’s relationship? How does he, a young boy 
with a disability, act as a source of strength for the pair and for the community?

5. How does Charlie evolve throughout the novel? What is he searching for in the beginning of the 
novel, and what does he fi nd during his time in West Virginia? What does he learn about himself?

6. Many of the characters in the novel have a longing to escape their circumstances and physical 
boundaries. Discuss the theme of being trapped or the desire to escape in the context of the novel. 

7. Do you think that Buck is a sympathetic character? Natty believes that he is really a good person 
who just experienced a lot of hardship in his life. Do you think that everyone is capable of change 
regardless of their troubled past, if only you believe in them? Does Buck redeem himself in the 
end? 

8. Natty and Charlie are from two different worlds, yet they both fi ll a void within the other that 
draws them together. Despite their apparent connection, however, they also have hope in the prom-
ise of their spouses and current marriages. Do you think that it is possible to love two people at the 
same time?

9. The story is also about big industry taking advantage of a small town. How is big business por-
trayed, and how are industries such as coal mining humanized in the novel? Does it make you 
rethink your ideas of how we garner our resources and the practices that are used?
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10. With her undeniable talent, Emma seemed destined for greater things outside of West Virginia. 
Although she never got the opportunity to leave, how did she impact others? What was the legacy 
she left behind and what did she come to symbolize?   

11. Should Natty have stayed with Buck after he beat her? Would her life have been better if she had 
left him for good after the beating?

12. The trip to New York is the perfect opportunity for Natty and Charlie to give in to their desires, 
yet they refrain from having an affair. Why? How does the trip away from Red Bone solidify the 
future of their relationship, and how does it affect both Natty and Charlie individually?

13. Charlie and Natty decide to go their separate ways despite their love for one another. Do you think 
they are both happy with this decision? Do you believe that they made the right decision? Do you 
believe in the adage that “it is better to have loved and lost than to never have loved at all?”


