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About this Guide 
 
The following author biography and list of questions about Delilah are intended as resources to 
aid individual readers and book groups who would like to learn more about the author and this 
book. We hope that this guide will provide you a starting place for discussion, and suggest a 
variety of perspectives from which you might approach Delilah. 
 
About the Book 
 
Given to the temple of Atargatis as a child, Delilah is raised to be a priestess to the Five Cities 
that rule Canaan. She grows up under the watchful eyes of high priestess Derceto, who sees her 
as a valuable pawn in her political agenda. Meanwhile, in the hills of Canaan, the Israelites 
choose Samson to lead their fight against the Five Cities. When he catches a glimpse of Delilah, 
he risks his freedom to marry her, and Derceto seizes the chance to have Samson at her mercy. 
Caught between the two, Delilah is forced to question her own heart. 
An inventive retelling of an ancient story, Delilah is a tale of political turmoil, betrayal, 
passionate friendship, and forbidden love. 

 



About the Author 

 
INDIA EDGHILL is a librarian living in the Mid-Hudson Valley in New York. She is the author 
of two other novels,Wisdom's Daughter, which was a Romantic Times Nominee for Best 
Historical Fiction, and Queenmaker. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. How did Aylah come to dwell in the Temple? What was her physical condition, and how did 

this influence her life? 

 
2. How would you compare Aylah’s love for Delilah to Delilah’s love for Aylah? 
 
3. Delilah’s story takes place almost three thousand years ago in Biblical times in Canaan. What 

was the political situation between the Hebrews and the Five Cities of Philistia at that time? 
 
4. What was the story of Samson’s birth? Do you think this story helped create Samson’s 

personality?  
 
5. How would you explain Orev’s role in the story of Samson and Delilah? 
 
6. Who are Samson’s “foxes,” and why does he not become their leader? Should he have done 

so? 

7. How would you compare Delilah’s reaction to the deaths of Aylah and the baby to Samson’s 
reaction? 

 
8. Would you defend or condemn Delilah’s decision to avenge Aylah’s death?   
 
9. The author uses light and dark images throughout Delilah. What are some things the light 

and dark symbolize? How do these images help develop the characters Delilah, Samson, and 
Ayala? Are any of the other characters labeled in this fashion? 

10. What exactly happened at dedication of the Temple of Dagon? Did Samson bring down his 
enemies?   

 
11. How would you describe Delilah’s relationship to her daughter? 

12. Historical novels try to bring other times and other places alive. Do you feel that that Delilah 
let you visit Canaan and Philistia? Why or why not? 

 
13. In what ways does the Biblical story shed light on the novel? In turn, in what ways does the 

novel shed light on the Biblical story? 
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