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 1.  Stephanie says that Amanda doesn’t love Andre, she only lusts 
after him, because “he is completely unlovable.” Do you think 
it is possible to love someone who has betrayed you?

 2.  Edward cheats on Amanda because he thinks she still cares 
for Andre. Do you think cheating is unforgivable no matter 
what the excuse, or should Amanda give Edward another 
chance?

 3.  Stephanie’s friendship is very important to Amanda, yet they 
have little in common. What is the basis of their friendship? Is 
it important for women friends to have similar backgrounds?

 4.  When they are first dating, Andre says in France it is accept-
able for men to have affairs and stay married. Should Amanda 
have taken that into account before she married him? Should 
she have reacted differently to his cheating because of his na-
tionality?

 5.  Amanda comes from tremendous wealth, and one of her 
struggles is stopping Andre from feeling like a kept man. Do 
you think she is depriving herself and Max of a lifestyle they 
deserve? Do you think Andre’s feelings of financial inadequa-
cy contribute to his desire to cheat?

 6.  At the end of the novel, Amanda decides to take Max to New 
York for a year so she can attend Parsons School of Design. 
Do you think she is doing the right thing? Or will the move be 
detrimental to Max because he will be far from his father and 
grandmother? 

 7.  How do you perceive Stephanie’s marriage? Do you think 
Stephanie loves Glenn—or did she settle for someone who 
could take care of her? Do you admire Stephanie or think she 
sold out in order to have a beautiful home and stable family 
life?

 8.  Grace takes Amanda to one of the most beautiful resorts in 
California but for much of the summer she is unhappy. How 
does one’s environment affect one’s happiness? Does a person 
carry their problems wherever they go, no matter how gor-
geous the surroundings?

 9.  Do you think one of Amanda’s problems is that she married 
too young? Do you think there is a best age to get married? If 
so, what do you think that age is?

 10.  Could you see yourself marrying a man like Andre: handsome 
and sexy but with questionable morals? Why or why not?
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