
 

 
About this Guide 
The following author biography and list of questions about The Prodigal Wife are intended as 
resources to aid individual readers and book groups who would like to learn more about the 
author and this book. We hope that this guide will provide you a starting place for discussion, 
and suggest a variety of perspectives from which you might approach The Prodigal Wife. 
 
 
About the Book 
“Deservedly compared to her countrywomen, Binchy and Pilcher, Willett is an equally gifted 
storyteller.” --Booklist  
 
In Marcia Willett’s latest novel, Jolyon, who had been abandoned by his mother, Maria, is living 
at the Keep with his father and his stepmother Fliss. Now that Jolyon is a successful television 
presenter of gardening programs, the recently widowed Maria, lonely and impressed by her son’s 
fame, reappears and hopes to step back into his life. But Jolyon finds it difficult to trust his 
mother and forgive the hurt she had inflicted on him.  
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Praise for Marcia Willett’s books 

"A domestic novel of quiet yearning, haunting memories and onerous guilt. The friendships 
at the novel's heart are believable and warming."  --Publishers Weekly on THE WAY WE 
WERE 
 
"A Week in Winter was very popular with contemporary women's fiction consumers, and 
comparisons to Rosamunde Pilcher and Maeve Binchy abounded. Readers will enjoy the 
heartwarming ending, vibrant characters, and the excellent depiction of the English 
countryside."  --Booklist (starred review) on A SUMMER IN THE COUNTRY 
 
"Tender and moving...its captivating and surprising conclusion delivers a memorable and 
emotional read to be savored." --Romantic Times on THE CHILDREN'S HOUR 

 

About the Author 
The Prodigal Wife is MARCIA WILLETT’S eleventh novel to be 
published in the U.S. Her novels are available in over ten countries 
around the world. She lives in Devon, England.  
  
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Is Jolyon justified in fearing Maria will ruin everything?  
 
2. Is Henrietta justified in fearing her relationship will mirror her mother’s?  

 
3. Does Hal’s announcement of his impending wedding happen at the right moment?  

 
4. Does Cordelia underestimate the danger she’s in from the mysterious intruder?  

 
5. Do Jolyon and Henrietta seem to be a well-matched couple or will their respective 

baggage from their childhoods make for problems?  
 

6. Does Cordelia interfere too much in Henrietta’s life?  
 

7. Are Maria’s motives for attending Jolyon’s birthday party understandable?  
 

8. How often do the dogs in this novel serve to help their human counterparts get through 
difficult moments?  

 
9. Will Elinor ever be free of Simon’s power?  

 
10. Are the men and the women in this novel equally afraid of love? 
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