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About this Guide 

The following author biography and list of questions about Jane Austen in Scarsdale are 

intended as resources to aid individual readers and book groups who would like to learn more 

about the author and this book. We hope that this guide will provide you a starting place for 

discussion, and suggest a variety of perspectives from which you might approach Jane Austen in 

Scarsdale. 

 

 

About the Book 

Anne Ehrlich is a lovely and dedicated guidance counselor steering her charges through the 

perils of college admission. Years ago, she let the love of her life get away, because her dear but 

snobbish grandmother didn't think penniless Ben Cutler from Queens was good enough for a 

wealthy, well-educated girl from Scarsdale. Anne has never married and hasn't seen Ben since—

but when his nephew turns up in her high school and starts applying to college, Anne starts to 

wonder… Can old love be rekindled and past mistakes be put right? 

 

Combining the wit and romance of Jane Austen's Persuasion with a brilliantly astute look at the 

frenzy of college admissions, Jane Austen in Scarsdale is an irresistible modern comedy of 

manners. 

 

 

 



 

                                       

About the Author 

Paula Marantz Cohen is Distinguished Professor of English at Drexel University in Philadelphia. 

She is the author of two previous novels, Jane Austen in Boca and Much Ado About Jessie 

Kaplan, and four scholarly works of nonfiction, including Silent Film and the Triumph of the 

American Myth and The Daughter as Reader: Encounters Between Literature and Life. She lives 

in Moorestown, New Jersey, with her husband and two children.  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Discuss whether the book is a realistic rendering of the college admissions process or a 

farcical exaggeration (this may well depend upon your own experiences with the process). 

 

2. To what extent does the book achieve a balance between poking fun at the parents and treating 

them with understanding and sympathy? 

 

3. How do you personally account for the kind of excesses that the book describes? Is it a matter 

of a particular community (an affluent suburb like Scarsdale) or of a larger social trend in 

parenting? 

 

4. Do you understand why Anne gave up Ben at her grandmother’s urging when she was twenty- 

one? Does this seem realistic to you or does it make you think less of Anne? 

 

5. What is your opinion of Winnie? Do you think she genuinely changes in the course of the 

novel? 

 

6. Do you believe in the idea that there is one person who is right for us in life and that if we 

miss our chance to connect with that person, we lose something invaluable and irreplaceable? 

 

7. The novel is loosely modeled on Jane Austen’s Persuasion. Anne is overly persuaded to give 

up Ben when she was young. How does this theme of over-persuasion fit with the students she 

deals with in her capacity as guidance counselor? Discuss the degree to which the parents in the 

novel see their children as accessories: signs of status and upward mobility. 

 

8. Discuss the degree to which the frenzy over college admission is a genuine expression of the 

love, concern, and fear that parents have about their children. Do you feel that parents are now 

more fearful than they used to be about their children’s future? If so, why? 

 

9. If you have read Austen’s Persuasion, discuss the likenesses and similarities between its plot 

and the story of this novel. Why do you think the author chose to diverge where she did? 

 

10. Some people have said that the book, while poking fun at the college admissions process, 

also supplies some helpful tips on what to do in guiding one’s child’s application process. 

Discuss some of these tips. 



 

                                       

 

11. Where does helpful coaching end and immoral manipulation begin in helping students 

present the best possible profile to a college? 

 

12. Do you believe that early admission and early action should be discontinued? 

 

13. Discuss the sample college essays that are given in the book and say why they are amusing 

(if you find them so). How do you think Anne will handle the college admissions process when 

(or if) she has children of her own? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more reading group suggestions, visit 

www.readinggroupgold.com 

http://us.macmillan.com/readinggroupgold.aspx

