
 

 
About this Guide 
The following author biography and list of questions about A Twisted Faith are intended as 
resources to aid individual readers and book groups who would like to learn more about the 
author and this book. We hope that this guide will provide you a starting place for discussion, 
and suggest a variety of perspectives from which you might approach A Twisted Faith. 
 
About the Book 
The New York Times bestselling author investigates the sensational story of a minister who 
seduced four of his female congregants, and hatched a cold-blooded plot to murder his wife  
 
On December 26, 1997, near the affluent community of Bainbridge Island off the coast of 
Seattle, a house went up in flames. In it was the shy, beloved minister’s wife Dawn Hacheney. 
When the fire was extinguished, investigators found only her charred remains. Her husband Nick 
was visibly devastated by the loss. What investigators failed to note, however, was that Dawn’s 
lungs didn’t contain smoke. Was she dead before the fire began?  
So begins this true crime story that’s unlike any other. It investigates Nick Hacheney, a 
philandering minister who had been carrying on with several women in the months before and 
just after his wife’s death. He would be convicted for the murder five years to the day after the 
crime.  
 
From one of the foremost names in true crime, this is a gripping and truly unforgettable story of 
a man whose charisma and desire rocked an entire community.  
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Praise for Gregg Olsen: 
"As gripping and necessary as true-life drama gets.” --Stewart O’Nan 
 
"Searing and brilliant." --Ann Rule 
 
"Dark, atmospheric, riveting suspense." --Allison Brennan 
 
“Olsen is a top-notch writer.” --Michael Connelly  
 
Praise for A Twisted Faith: 
“Gregg Olsen weaves his story deftly, managing to bring alive a wide cast of characters, all 
headed for and contributing to a tragedy driven by faith.”  
--Stephen Singular, NY Times Bestselling author of WHEN MEN BECOME GODS 
 
“A fascinating exposé of sexual obsession and murder, a cautionary tale of innocence and virtue 
manipulated and destroyed by the vilest of mortal sins.”  
--Kathryn Casey, author of A DESCENT INTO HELL. 
 
“An insightful expose of a man of God and a woman of prophecy who manipulate God’s will to 
justify adultery, treachery and even murder.”  
--Diane Fanning, Edgar Nominated Author of THE PERFECT HUSBAND 
 
“Olsen writes the way a surgeon cuts—precisely exposing the personality riddles that lie 
concealed within each of the players.”  
--Anthony Flacco, International Thriller Award nominated author of THE LAST 
NIGHTINGALE and A CHECKLIST FOR MURDER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Author 
An award-winning author, GREGG OLSEN has written seven 
nonfiction books and three novels. He has been featured on 
NPR, Good Morning America, and in USA Today, People, 
Redbook, and the Los Angeles Times.  Visit Gregg Olsen at 
http://www.greggolsen.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion Questions 
1.      Although religious cults are usually ascribed to the power of a single, charismatic leader 
(think Jim Jones and Rev. Moon), there may be some parallels to the story told in A Twisted 
Faith and other well known cults. Olsen writes of special dietary requirements, social edicts and 
the ostracizing of members who did not follow the tenets of the church. Did you notice any other 
examples in the book? Do you consider the congregation of Christ Community Church a cult? 

2.      Christ Community Church pastors preached the importance of a woman to be subservient 
to her husband. Indeed, the church leadership for most of its history was all male. Women were 
secretaries, music leaders, and daycare workers. Do you think that the male-dominated power 
structure of Christ Community Church made it easier for the women to be lead astray by Nick 
Hacheney? 

3.      In 1997, Apostle Robert Bily seemed driven to prove that Nick was a philanderer.  The 
following year, he even went so far as doing a “stakeout” near Nicole Matheson’s house to catch 
Nick in the act of an illicit relationship. Why didn’t Robert put his foot down and remove Nick 
from church leadership even when he suspected an affair between Nick and Sandy Glass? 

4.      Members of the church claimed to receive prophetic words from God or heard the Lord 
speaking to them. Olsen writes extensively about Sandy Glass’s prophecies, but several others 
(Adam Bily, Pamela Bily, and Ken Linden) reported messages from God too. Has that ever 
happened to you? Do you feel that prophecies are genuine and should be shared? 

5.      As Olsen writes it, the dynamic between the church leaders – Bob “PB” Smith, the Apostle 
Robert Bily, and Nick Hacheney – seemed to propel the events that ultimately cost Dawn 
Hacheney her life. It appeared that each were either distracted or more concerned with personal 
ambitions than the wellbeing of their flock. What do you think about the relationship between the 
leaders and its role in the story? 

6.      Why do you think the authorities were so quick to assume Dawn Hacheney’s death was an 
accident, and move so quickly to close the case? Several people told author Olsen that they 
suspected Nick might have killed his wife when they heard the news of the fire. Why do you 
think they held their suspicions rather than communicating concerns to the police? Have there 
been times in your life when you wish you’d spoken up and shared information you knew? 

7.      One of the most disturbing revelations in the book occur between Dawn’s mother Diana 
Tienhaara and Nick Hacheney.  On page 185, Olsen writes of an encounter between Diana and 
her son-in-law at a Bremerton boat launch. On page 208, the author recounts an encounter after a 
late night dinner. This is a startling scene in the narrative, Diana says that she wanted to “be 
Dawn” for her heartbroken son-in-law by offering herself to him. What do you think it says 
about Diana and her state of mind? Her character? Similarly, what does it say about Nick 
Hacheney? 

8.      Nick Hacheney was adept at drawing people close. He confided to Annette Anderson that 
he’d been abused as a child; he reportedly told Sandy Glass that her spiritual gifts were far 
beyond other’s; he played on Lindsey Smith’s devotion to her family and how they’d viewed 
him as an integral part of the family. Nick’s charisma, his magnetism, came from his ability to 



 

connect with people’s needs. What specific things can we draw from this type of predatory 
conduct? Was Nick’s physical appearance and persona his cover for his salacious behavior. 

9.      Sandy Glass kept the secret of Nick’s “take the land” confession for years. Do you think 
she would have kept silent forever if Craig Anderson hadn’t scheduled the meeting with Bob 
Smith and other former Christ Community Church leaders after his wife Annette confessed her 
sexual relationship with Nick? Why do you think Sandy held the secret of the murder so long? 
Do you consider Sandy a victim of Nick’s evil-doing or party to it?  

10.  In some ways, A Twisted Faith unfolds as a cautionary tale of what can occur when self-
proclaimed prophets and pastors discard the checks and balances that come with most well-
known religious denominations. In fact, some church edicts concerned several congregants and 
incited them to leave after the shift from the Assemblies of God to Robert Bily’s vision of an 
apostolic church. What practices of the church were “red flags” to those who left? Would any 
have been enough for you to leave?  

11.  Olsen reports at the end of the book that all of the central characters presented in A Twisted 
Faith have returned to church – though some took a lengthy break from organized religion. What 
does their continuing faith say about those people? Does it speak to strength of conviction and 
the enduring power of faith, or do you see it as a weakness? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A Message from Gregg Olsen  
The headlines that first beckoned me to the Nick Hacheney story were shocking and salacious.  
Murder. Sex. Religion. Betrayal.  
 
All things that pique a reader’s interest. And a writer’s too. 
 
 I wasn’t sure what I’d find when I started dialing phone numbers and doing the intrusive 
outreach that comes with writing a true crime story. The truth is no one  ever really dreams of 
being in a true crime book. Not the victim’s family. Not the killer or his or her family. 
The Hacheney case had an even more difficult dynamic at play. Most of the players in the saga 
of the minister convicted of murder had been members of a church; a congregation in an affluent 
community that had embraced some teachings and ideas that went beyond what most of us 
expect in a church setting. They believed in prophecies coming from God, counseling sessions 
that bordered on exorcism, and a bevy of rules that made some feel as if  they’d been involved in 
a cult.  
 
Digging deeper, I discovered a story about women who had secret liaisons with Hacheney to 
serve God; ministers who’d let the unthinkable happen right before their eyes because something 
greater was about to come; and finally, the power that shame has over lives lived in the shadows. 
I admit that I had some preconceived notions about what I’d find when I began my research. I 
expected to find people who were so far out on the fringes of society that I’d have a hard time 
relating to them.  
 
I found decent, hardworking people, people who still sought to accept what happened and the 
consequences of their roles in the story – large and small. For the most part, they were like that 
frog in the cold water, under the rising flame…not knowing what they were involved with until it 
was too late. 
 
I hope that the book provides the impetus for discussion, and ultimately understanding.  
  
Gregg Olsen 

 
 
To have Gregg Olsen visit your reading group or call-in for discussion write 

gregg@greggolsen.com. 
 
 
 
                      Contact us at readinggroup@macmillanusa.com 
  Don’t forget to check out our monthly newsletter!   

       www.readinggroupgold.com 
 

 


