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Introduction to Rising
She should have been able to trust him.... 

“Night sweats were my dance, especially in the Huston home. They were 
a continuation of the visions I had experienced in Dorchester, only here, 
they were much more violent.” 

Set in a wealthy community in northern Michigan, Rising tells the story of 
nine-year-old Symone, who is adopted by the Hustons—“a shameless family with a house at the top of the 
hill”--after her mother dies of a drug overdose. And though Symone is all too happy to leave the Dorchester 
projects behind, she can’t help but wonder why this rich white couple has come to the ghetto to adopt “a 
black girl who looked white.” Soon Symone discovers that the Hustons aren’t saviors but instead demons 
who have delivered her into another kind of hell. She escapes only to return again years later, realizing that 
she must face the demons of her past if she has any hope of surviving the future. 

Rising is an evocative, undeniably potent, and completely unforgettable novel.
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Rising

Praise for Rising 
“An unpretentious, gritty masterpiece, Rising, Darnella Ford’s debut novel, is full of vivid suspense and 
detail. Ford’s protagonist, nine-year-old Symone, a black girl with blond hair and blue eyes, has the experi-
ence of someone much wiser. . .Powerful and honest, Rising  is a raw and unforgettable tale of survival.” 

-Shawn Evans Mitchell, Upscale

Reading Group Guide Questions 
1. Do you identify with Symone?  If so, to what degree? Do you believe Symone was mentally ill? How 
do you explain her periods of sanity/insanity?  What part of society or element of humanity do you feel 
Symone represents? 

2. Does Madeline Huston have any obligations toward Symone?  If so, what are they? Are stepparents obli-
gated to love their stepchildren? And if by happenstance they find themselves “not liking” their stepchildren, 
how should the conflict be resolved? 
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3. Who should have “rescued” Symone? Who bore the greatest responsibility in this area? Who failed Sy-
mone the most? 

4. Symone asks the poignant question, “Would I walk through the flames instead of standing in the fire, 
petitioning the crowd by playing victim to the hilt?” (pg. 223) What led Symone to make such a profound 
declaration? And did she in fact play “victim”? How or why? 

5. Do you believe in redemption? Explore the element of redemption in Rising. 

6. Where you satisfied with the outcome of the book? Would you classify this as a happy or sad ending? Is 
it a “just” ending? 

7. In your opinion was justice served in this story Did Karma play a role in anyone’s outcome? Explain your 
answer. Do you feel the universe balances out all great wrongs in the world (even if they go unpunished by 
man)? Why or why not? 

8. Does this author set herself apart from other artists in her genre? If yes, how? And if no, why not? As a 
reader would you return to read more from this author? 

About the Author 
Darnella Ford began writing at the age of nine. She has written several screenplays and one teleplay. She 
is also a Spoken Word artist and performs regularly in the Los Angeles area, where she lives. Rising is her 
first novel.


