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a Thousand Tears, he presents a towering fantasy epic like
none his legions of fans have every seen.

Eric Van Lustbader lives in the Hamptons on Long Island,
New York.

ABOUT THE RING OF FIVE DRAGONS

In this first volume of Eric Van Lustbader’s fantasy series,
The Pearl, the Kundalan people—a spiritual, nature-based
society—have suffered for a century under the viciously
oppressive, technologically superior V’ornn, invaders
without their own world, who roam from planet to planet,
conquering and plundering one society after another.

In the 101 years since the V’ornn invasion, Kundalan
society has found itself gripped by a crisis of faith, certain
that it has been abandoned by the Goddess Miina. As a
result, Kundalan religion has fallen under the control of
evil forces from within—including corrupt and power-
hungry leaders who forbid the teaching of traditional
Kundalan sorcery.

The V’ornn’s leaders, the Gyrgon, are a caste of brilliant
technomages whose motives and desires remain largely
unfathomable even to those in the highest levels of V’ornn
society. It is the Gyrgon quest for immortality that has
driven the V’ornn to conquer one world after another.
Now, the Gyrgon want the lost Ring of Five Dragons, the
key to the door of the fabled Kundalan Storehouse, and
perhaps to Kundalan sorcery, which the Gyrgon believe
can ultimately prevail over death itself. But in the wrong
hands, the Ring will become a mechanism of annihilation
for both the V’orrn and their Kundalan subjects. Only the
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dominate the genre’s literary front with the
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hero of Kundalan prophecy, a legendary figure known as
the Dar Salat, can wield the sorcerous power needed to
save the world by stopping what the misuse of the Ring
has set in motion.

As the story begins, the V’orrn are led by the current
regent Eleusis Ashera, who is no ordinary V’ornn. 
Years ago Ashera took as his mistress a powerfully gifted
Kundalan sorceress named Giyan, originally a prisoner,
with whom he fell deeply in love. Giyan ultimately
returned his feelings, and has raised his son, Annon, 
into adolescence. 

From Gyan, Ashera has learned the value of Kundalan
belief and magic, and he has set in motion a grand plan to
construct Za Hara-at, a city where Kundalan and V’ornn
can live and work peacefully together. But powerful forces
in the Kundalan military, commerce, and politics conspire
against him, and Ashera and most of his family are killed
in a bloody palace coup. Only his son, Annon, escapes
with Giyan, and the two begin their quest to bring the
Dar Sala-at and the Ring of Five Dragons together—the
only hope of saving Kundala. It is never a clear path:
enemies surround them, driven by their own lust for
power—not only V’ornn, but even Giyan’s corrupt and
powerful twin sister Bartta, leader of the abbey where
Kundalan religious, known as the Ramahan, have always
trained. And friends and allies come from the least likely
groups—even from the ranks of the vicious Khagggun
soldiers, who have hunted, tortured, and killed the
Kundalan for a century. 

Once the identity of the Dar Sala-at is known, it becomes
clear that the elementally powerful forces have been
unleashed, and that the fate of Kundala hangs in the
balance. Can stealth, cleverness, a network of under-
ground compatriots, and the power of Giyan’s sorcerous
Gift protect Giyan and Annon until the Dar Sala-at and
the Ring can be united?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. This is the story of two societies—one technologically
advanced, militaristic, and patriarchal; the other spiritu-
ally-based, nature-oriented, and based on a partnership of
males and females. Where does power reside—for better
and for worse—in each society?

2. V’ornn society is based entirely on an iron-clad system
of caste and hierarchy. Is there a caste system in Kundalan
society? Are some societal hierarchies necessary or useful?

3. Is there a Gyrgon spirituality? What does it consist of?

4. In what ways are Gyrgon technomancy and Kundalan
magic similar, and in what ways are they different? What
do those differences say about the priorities of each
society?

5. Are there weaknesses in Kundalan society that the
V’ornn have exposed and exploited? What does it say
about the Kundalans that so many of them have turned
away from Miina and their Goddess-based religion? How
do people and cultures maintain their faith when terrible
circumstances befall them? How much time and suffering
are required for faith to be tested?

6. By the book’s end, Riane has become the point of inter-
section of two genders and two very different cultures.
What influences do you feel emerge as stronger? What
psychological forces battle within her? What will become
of Annon’s desire to avenge his family’s deaths, in the face
of what Riane is learning as the Dar Sala-at?

7. Kundalan women are portrayed in many ways as
powerless—as victims, as prisoners, as slaves. Who are the
powerful Kundalan women in the story? By what means
do they achieve their power? What forms of power do
V’ornn women possess?

8. What are the most important lessons that the V’ornn
can learn from the Kundalan? Would the V’ornn ever be
willing to learn from a society that they have conquered?
Is there anything constructive or positive that the
Kundalan can learn from the V’ornn?

9. Although they are twins, Bartta and Giyan could
scarcely be more different. What do their differences
symbolize about the rifts in Kundalan society?

10. How do you feel about Eleana’s decision to keep a
child conceived as the result of a rape, and about her
reasons for doing so?

11. Four of the book’s most crucial characters—including
the Dar Sala-at himself—are teenagers. In what ways is
this a story about coming of age?
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PRAISE FOR ERIC VAN LUSTBADER

“An imaginative, otherworldly culture clash … both
newcomers to Lustbader and his ardent admirers will
champion this novel as a potent portal to fabulous
mythic realms.” 

—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY ON THE RING OF FIVE DRAGONS

“The Ring of Five Dragons…is a fusion, blending and
breaking the barriers between technology and sorcery,
pragmatism and mysticism…Lustbader, as always, 
is full of surprises.”  —CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

“Lustbader is in good form as he launches a prospective
epic portraying two peoples in conflict…. Enthralling
and exciting reading, full of unexpected twists and surprises.”  

—BOOKLIST ON THE RING OF FIVE DRAGONS

“As with the bloody Black Blade, Lustbader again aban-
dons his Ninja action tales to return to the fantasy and
foam of his earlier Sunset Warrior cycles…. This midnight
dish will leave many disembodied with rapture.” 

—KIRKUS REVIEWS ON THE RING OF FIVE DRAGONS

“Complex characterization, with a meticulously crafted
background detailing history, culture, and people will
entice readers into this new saga.”

—ROMANTIC TIMES BOOKLUB MAGAZINE
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