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ABOUT THE BOOK

The Wayfarer Redemption
Book One: Battleaxe

A day will come when born will be

Two babes whose blood will tie them.

That born to Wing and Horn will hate

The one they call the Starman. 

Destroyer! rises in the north

And drives his Ghostmen south; 

Defenseless lie both flesh and field

Before Gorgrael’s ice. 

To meet this threat you must release

The Starman from his lies; 

Revive Tencendor, fast and sure

Forget the ancient war, 

For if Plough, Wing, and Horn can’t find

The bridge to understanding

Then will Gorgrael earn his name

And bring Destruction hither. 

—from The Prophecy of the Destroyer
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4. When Axis spares Raum’s life at the edge of
Avarinheim, it is because of Goldfeather’s challenge: “You
need do only what your heart tells you is right. Not what
the Seneschal has taught you must be done. Your duty
should always be to do what you feel is right.” Is this good
advice, not only in this particular case, but as a general
philosophy of life?  What would be the effect of this
philosophy for Faraday? For an average Acharite soldier? 

5. What is the role of loyalty in the book? Discuss how
Axis, Faraday, Timozel, and the Sentinels demonstrate
loyalty, and the price each pays for their fealty. 

6. Borneheld is a powerful, yet tragic character, eliciting
nearly as much sympathy as scorn. Roughly raised without
a mother, he is overbearing and crude, yet through much
of the book he seems to truly want to be a successful
leader and decent husband. What pushes him over the
edge? Was his descent avoidable? 

7. Death and rebirth figure prominently in the book. 
Give some examples of this cycle of life, in the religions of
the races, their cultural traditions, and elsewhere. 

8. While the separation of the races is in abundant
evidence throughout the book, both the Destroyer and the
Starman are of mixed blood. Do you think this is a
conscious decision on the author’s part? Why or why not? 

9. Discuss the mysterious Sentinels. Each is somehow
connected to one of the sacred lakes, possesses extraordi-
nary powers, and knows far more than they let on about
the dangers facing Tencendor. None is what they seem.
What advantages do these characteristics offer the author
in telling the story? 

10. Near the end of the book, we are introduced to the
Charonites, a shadowy race who is said to have the
greatest appreciation for the mysteries of life. They ply the
subterranean waterways, which they liken to corridors
linking the past and present, connecting the mysteries of
worlds and lives that could have been or yet might be.
The Charonite Ferryman explains that the paths of the
stars are mirrored in the water, and that of the water in
the stars, but then refuses to discuss this aspect further,
forcing the companions to puzzle this out on their own.
What do you think he means by this connection? How
does the Charonite understanding of Time differ from
that of the other races? 

11. Nature is powerfully woven throughout the book,
with the author presenting Nature as a collection of
sentient, living entities. How do the races of Tencendor
differ in their individual views of nature? Which view do
you feel is the most like your own? Which is most like the
average human perspective? 
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In the days before the last great war, the land of Achar was
called Tencendor, and three races shared its rich bounty:
the severe and industrious Acharites, who tilled the soil;
the pacifist, forest-dwelling Avar; and the magnificent
Icarii birdmen, who soar high above their mountain
home. But the ancient war split the land asunder, and the
victorious Acharites drove out the other races and named
them the Forbidden. Now, long centuries later, the
Acharites’ religion still preaches that the Forbidden are to
be hated and destroyed on sight. 

This first enthralling volume in The Wayfarer Redemption
now finds Achar under assault again, this time from the
icy terror of Gorgrael, the long-prophesied Destroyer.
Driven by an all-consuming hatred, his demonic ice-
wraiths sweep out of the frozen north, devouring all in
their path and burying farm and field beneath a thick
shroud of killing frost. In this fractured kingdom, the
young Lady Faraday is betrothed to Duke Borneheld, next
in line for the Acharite throne. Yet, even as her wedding
day approaches, she finds herself falling for Axis,
Borneheld’s hated half-brother and leader of the elite Axe-
Wielders. But Axis is also the Starman, destined to face
Gorgrael in final combat for the future of the reborn
Tencendor. And now, the day of the prophecy has come.
As Gorgrael’s hordes encroach ever closer to the heart of
Achar, Axis and Faraday must work quickly to heal the
wounds of the past and revive the alliance between the
Acharites and the Forbidden Ones, before the whole of
Tencendor is lost forever. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Discuss the three main races of Tencendor: the
Acharites, the Avar, and the Icarii. What assets does each
culture bring to the proposed alliance? What weaknesses?
Of which culture would you like most to be a member? 

2. Much of the book is about overcoming preconceptions
and prejudices. Discuss some of these prejudices,
including Axis’s shattering realization of his Enchanter
nature and Faraday’s transformation from tree-hater to
Tree Friend, and explain how the characters are able—or
unable—to overcome them. 

3. Is there a contradiction in the Avar’s blood sacrifices to
the Mother? How does this pacifistic culture rationalize
these sacrifices? What contradictions are present in the
Acharite and Icarii? 
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12. Azhure’s escape from her stepfather’s cruelty was
violent, as was her part in helping Raum and Shra flee,
and as such put her at odds with the Avar’s non-violence.
Is violence ever justifiable? Was hers? 

13. The Seneschal is repeatedly portrayed as an organiza-
tion of cruel deceivers who spread hatred of those who 
are different from themselves. How do you think the
Seneschal themselves would interpret their role in Acharite
life? Is one view more valid than the other? What are the
dangers in holding each of these perspectives? 

PRAISE FOR SARA DOUGLASS

“The Wayfarer Redemption has richness and color in a
background balancing between Norse saga and the best 
of Robert E. Howard.”  —DAVID DRAKE

“A fast-paced tale packed with action and intrigue, mysti-
cism and romance. Readers will be delighted to discover
it is only the first in a six-book series.” 
—JULIET MARILLIER, AUTHOR OF DAUGHTER OF THE FOREST

AND SON OF THE SHADOWS

“Powerful, hard-driving storytelling makes The Wayfarer
Redemption a real page-turner. Douglass gives us real
people struggling in the face of dark rising doom…
Bring on the sequels.” 

—ED GREENWOOD, AUTHOR OF THE KINGLESS LAND


