
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Win Blevins rushed out of
Arkansas and Missouri, passionate
to get to college. Then he rushed
through an early marriage,
teaching positions in colleges, 
and good jobs as a reviewer of
music and theater in Los Angeles,
passionate to write books. The

outward result of all this energy has been nine novels
(including Stone Song, which won the Spur Award and 
the Mountains and Plains Booksellers Award for Fiction),
three volumes of informal history, and a dictionary.

He has also sold five screenplays, countless short stories,
and magazine and newspaper articles. He says he considers
writing for a living an indescribable blessing.

He lives with his wife Meredith, the center of his life, in
the canyon country of the Four Corners. Aside from
writing and his family, his loves are his spiritual path,
music, hiking, and collecting stories.

ABOUT THE BOOK

Of all the great warriors of Native America, Crazy Horse
remains the most enigmatic. Scorned from childhood for
his light hair, a man who spurned the love of finery and
honors so characteristic of Lakota Sioux warriors, Crazy
Horse led his people to their greatest victory at the Greasy
Grass: the Battle of the Little Big Horn, where General
Custer fell.

But the Greasy Grass was not Crazy Horse’s greatest
personal victory. As Blevins shows with stunning historical
accuracy and lightening storytelling, Crazy Horse’s entire
life was a triumph of the spirit.

In youth, Crazy Horse was set apart by his powerful vision
of Rider, the spiritual expression of his future greatness,
and by the passion and grief of his overwhelming love for
a woman. It was only in battle, he learned, that his heart
could find rest.

Win Blevins 
Stone Song

“What Mr. Blevins has given here is an amazing
book, grandly conceived, beautifully written, rich
in character and setting, a deeply spiritual story
about the soul journey of a great and mysterious
American hero. It’s something that hasn’t been

done before. It’s a masterpiece.”  

—BRYAN WOOLLEY, DALLAS MORNING NEWS
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As his world crumbled, the freedom of the plains was
replaced by the restrictions of the new reservations, the
buffalo by starvation-rationed sugar and flour, and the
gallantry of counting coups by the oblivion of whiskey. 
Yet Crazy Horse managed to find his way in harmony
with the age-old wisdom of the Lakota—and beat the US
Army on its own terms. He lived and died his own man.

This magnificent novel will place Crazy Horse astride the
American historical imagination for a generation.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Point out parallels between the lives of Crazy Horse
and Jesus Christ. Discuss the concept of the reluctant hero
in mythology.

2. Crazy Horse’s path was the way of the warrior. What
does that mean? Does it have a place in modern life?

3. What is the meaning, in Crazy Horse’s life, of his love
for Black Buffalo Woman? How is it different from his
love for his wife, Black Shawl?

4. Why do you think Crazy Horse—more than Red
Cloud, Spotted Tail, or Sitting Bull—is a hero to modern
Lakota people?

5. Why is the novel titled Stone Song?

6. Lakota culture holds that seeing with the eye of the
heart is the secret to living. What roles do you believe the
head and the heart play in your own life?

7. The key phrase of Lakota religion, “mitakuye oyasin,” is
usually translated “all my relatives” or “we are all related”.
How do you understand the phrase? Is it the same as
“universal love” or “compassion for all sentient beings”?
What is the benefit of a strong sense of the relatedness of
all things?

8. Compare Lakota Vision Quests with mystical revelation
among other peoples of the world. Is Crazy Horse’s vision
like Moses’s at Mount Sinai? Like Buddha’s experience at
the Bodhi tree?

9. Do you personal guilt or responsibility for the way
white people took this continent from native people? 
Why or why not? Do you feel obliged to help native
peoples overcome the obstacles they face?

10. Are there values in the Lakota way you want to 
introduce or emphasize in your own life?

PRAISE FOR WIN BLEVINS

“One of the great books of our time … one of those rare
universal works that touch the souls of all peoples.”  

—RICHARD S. WHEELER, AUTHOR OF THE FIRE ARROW

“Win Blevins, that great chronicler of the American West,
has outdone himself. Stone Song is a classic. He gives us
Crazy Horse, the legend, as Crazy Horse, the man.”

—TONY HILLERMAN, AUTHOR OF SKELETON MAN

“This novel is a genuine masterpiece, I can’t imagine any
book—past, present, or future, novel or biography—that
can ever approach it in giving the reader a sense of who
this mysterious man really was and what he stood for.”  

—ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS

“Stone Song is a classic epic, fit to stand beside Frederick
Manfred’s Lord Grizzly and A. B. Guthrie’s The Big Sky.”  

—KATHLEEN O’NEAL GEAR AND W. MICHAEL GEAR, 
AUTHORS OF The First North Amercans series

“Much more than a good biographical novel. It’s a spiritual
story as well. It wasn’t other novels of the West that came
to mind as I read Stone Song, but another great spiritual
novel, The Last Temptation of Christ by Nikos Kazantzakis.”

—BRYAN WOOLLEY, DALLAS MORNING NEWS
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