
The questions and discussion topics that follow are designed to enhance your read-
ing of Scott Turow’s Ordinary Heroes. We hope they will enrich your experience of
this mesmerizing novel and the frontlines it brings to life.

Courts of law have set the stage in each of Scott Turow’s bestselling books. With
Ordinary Heroes, Turow introduces an attorney who is operating in a new setting
and period—on the killing fields of World War II’s European theater, under highly
unusual circumstances. A JAG lawyer assigned to a case in which the enemy may
prove to be his own government, with no law office and no research library, David
Dubin is ordered to bring a fellow soldier to justice.

Ordinary Heroes is narrated by Kindle County journalist Stewart Dubinsky (whom
readers may recognize from some of Turow’s previous novels) and by Stewart’s
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“Ordinary Heroes is a beautifully wrought, finely achieved
reconstruction of an elusive, clandestine life—a World

War II life, as it happens—by Scott Turow at the very top of
his form. So, be warned: a book to start on a Friday night.” 

—Alan Furst, author of Dark Voyage
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father. Stewart discovers an unexpected chapter of family lore after the death of his
father, David Dubin, who Americanized the surname that Stewart later reclaimed.
Through wartime letters, military archives, and eventually the notes for a memoir
that Dubin wrote in prison, Stewart pieces together the secret history of his father’s
clandestine actions, which led to his court-martial. Unfolding through the eyes of
father and son, the truth becomes a tantalizing mystery for readers to solve.

Stewart had always believed that his parents met when Dubin rescued his future
wife from the horrors of the Balingen concentration camp. Stewart’s research will
lead him to a very different truth; he will discover that his father was there not as a
liberator but to serve a warrant for the arrest of a wayward OSS officer named
Robert Martin. Dubin had pursued Martin and his seductive cohort, Gita Lodz,
through a series of daring escapades. Despite Martin’s spectacular bravery with the
French Resistance, Dubin’s superiors think Martin is a Communist sympathizer.

Marked by high-caliber suspense and stirring dilemmas that capture the essence of
love and war, Ordinary Heroes is a novel rich with topics for your reading group.  

1. Discuss the effect of the V-mails on the book’s opening pages. What was it like to
read David Dubin’s eyewitness account through the “artifacts” that comprise much
of the rest of the book? Do father and son have different perceptions of life in
Ordinary Heroes?

2. In chapter two, Dubin writes about his reasons for enlisting. What were his true
motivations in going to war? 

3. What are Dubin’s initial impressions of Staff Sergeant Bidwell? How does Biddy’s
perception of racism compare to Dubin’s perception of it, both before and after
Biddy makes his revelations about racial passing? What common ground do the two
men share?

4. How did your impressions of Robert Martin shift throughout the novel? Does
Brigadier General Teedle give an accurate description of him before Dubin meets
him for the first time? 

5. How would you characterize Stewart’s meetings with Bear Leach? How would
you have handled Stewart’s requests if you had been in Justice Leach’s position?

6. What did you make of Corporal Bonner’s comments about Teedle’s sexuality in
chapter eight? What would be the result of similar rumors in today’s U.S. military? 

7. Is Gita’s allure purely based on sex appeal? How do her attitudes toward men dif-
fer from her mother’s? 

8. In chapter ten, Gita reveals that her mother was killed for harboring Jews. How
does Dubin respond to her after this scene? What does it take for him to finally trust her?
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9. Chapter thirteen ends with Leach’s recollection that Dubin feared his children
would learn the truth about him. To what extent is it necessary to keep secrets from
our descendants? To what extent is this harmful? Do you agree with the Talmud’s
aphorism, mentioned in the novel’s first chapter, that a father should draw his son
close with one hand and push him away with the other?

10. How do the brutal December battles affect Dubin? How does he reconcile his
roles as legal assistant and soldier after these scenes? What does he mean when he
tells Grace he regrets being a “soldier in earnest,” in his letter to her at the end of
chapter twenty-seven? 

11. What did it take to transform Gita Lodz into Gilda/Gella Rosner? When did it
become her dream to have an ordinary life?

12. Was it unpatriotic of Martin to try to keep not only the Soviets but also the
United States from securing knowledge of Germany’s weapons of mass destruction?
Were Martin’s actions rational? Would you have let him escape? 

13. What is your understanding of the relationship between Gita and Martin? What
does war teach Dubin about love? Would he have had much chance of a good mar-
riage with Grace?

14. How do Stewart’s findings affect the dynamic of his family—his relationships
with his sister and mother, and the memory of David Dubin? 

15. Scott Turow writes that although Ordinary Heroes is completely a work of his
imagination, the initial inspiration came from his father, who was a field surgeon in
Europe during World War II. What legacies of war exist in your family? What sto-
ries of heroism and mystery are part of your family history?

16. What similarities and differences exist between Ordinary Heroes and Turow’s
other novels? From Turow’s point of view, what are the makings of a hero?

“Turow’s fans will be happy to know that he handles wartime espionage as well as
he does legal intrigue, and that his accounts of David’s military exploits—he para-
chutes smack into the middle of the Battle of the Bulge—are graphic and com-
pelling.”                                              —Charles Matthews, San Jose Mercury News 

“An intricate combination of action and sentiment, with a dynamic, compelling
plot.”                                                                    —Nan Goldberg, The Boston Globe

“[The Battle of the Bulge] is one of the best pieces of writing Turow has done . . . The
novel provides a showcase for Turow’s storytelling skills.” 

—Joseph Kanon, The New York Times Book Review

“A captivating tale about the things ordinary people are sometimes required to do
in extraordinary circumstances . . . Satisfying and compelling.” 

—Philip Caputo, Chicago Tribune

3

P R A I S E  F O R
O R D I N A R Y H E R O E S



“You know you’re in the good hands of a skilled storyteller.” 
—Nancy Connors, The Cleveland Plain Dealer

“A sympathetic but unsentimental look at the lives, loves and incredibly dramatic
experiences of some members of what has been called the Greatest Generation.” 

—John Cruickshank, Chicago Sun-Times

Articles of War by Nick Arvin; War Letters: Extraordinary Correspondence from
American Wars edited by Andrew Carroll; Dark Voyage by Alan Furst; The Soldier
Spies by W.E.B. Griffin; Los Alamos by Joseph Kanon; Before Their Time by Robert
Kotlowitz; The Spy Who Came in from the Cold by John le Carré; War As I Knew It
by George S. Patton

Other novels by Scott Turow:
Reversible Errors (2002)
Personal Injuries (1999)
The Laws of Our Fathers (1996)
Pleading Guilty (1993)
The Burden of Proof (1990)
Presumed Innocent (1987)

Nonfiction by Scott Turow:
Ultimate Punishment: A Lawyer’s Reflections on Dealing with the Death Penalty (2003)
One L (1977)

Scott Turow is the world-famous author of six bestselling novels about the law,
from Presumed Innocent (1987) to Reversible Errors (2002), and of the nonfiction
works One L (1988) and Ultimate Punishment (2003), all published by FSG. He lives
with his family outside Chicago, where he is a partner in the firm of Sonnenschein
Nath and Rosenthal. You can visit his website at www.scottturow.com.
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